Vermont Emergency Medical Services District 5
Meeting Minutes

May 2, 2011

Attendees: Deb Bach, Jamie Emery – Danville Rescue; Mark Podgwaite – Lyndon Rescue; Natalie Fuller – Concord Rescue; Diana & Jerry Senturia – Peacham Fire; Kirsten Nutter – Barnet Rescue; Kathryn Aucoin – Waterford EMS; Dan Martin – Newbury EMS; Jay Wood, Michael Wright – CALEX Ambulance; Anthony Skelton – Newark Fire; Dr Stan Baker – NVRH; Jessica Stolz – VT Dept of Homeland Security

Meeting opened at 6:39 pm by Mark Podgwaite.

Secretary’s Report: Read and accepted on a motion by Natalie, and seconded by Kathryn. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Read. Jeremy Brown will be sent a certified letter indicating he will not be allowed to take any District classes unless he makes good on his check. This will be done by Michael Wright. Motion to accept made by Jerry, and seconded by Anthony. Motion passed.

MCI Discussion: Jessica Stolz was present from VT Department of Homeland Security. Many questions were asked, including what our objectives were, types of drills, etc. It was eventually decided that perhaps we would incorporate the hospitals required drills into our drill. A Planning Committee was set up, and members are Kirsten Nutter, Jay Wood, Deb Bach, Dr Stan Baker and Natalie Fuller. Jessica will coordinate with the committee to set up meetings.

OLD BUSINESS

Communications Progress: The console equipment was ordered, and assurances have been made to put all equipment in by June 30th. No huge progress on the mountain. Jay mentioned the Act 250 permit exemption passed. Mark talked about how Brighton narrow-banded without any lead time and caused huge headaches.

MCI Plan Update: Will be ready in two months. Most of this was discussed during the MCI item earlier in the meeting.

Air Q Blocker LMA Project: Michael O’Keefe from the state advised he could not find the paperwork related to the project, so all paperwork will need to be resubmitted.

Act 142 & New Rules: No real update, but did mention vests should come soon.

District Training: Training on May 18th. Originally was supposed to be SJFD, but they will do the July one, which will be hybrid vehicle technology. This month’s will be jointly put on by Danville Rescue and Dr Baker, and it will roll out the new stroke protocol. Dan Martin mentioned the Cottage Hospital is doing similar trainings, and are doing same topics as us, just one month later.

By-Laws / Protocols / Policies Committee: By-Laws were distributed, and Anthony will do a 30 day notice by e-mail. Jay mentioned they had someone look at them, and the only recommendation was to change “Audit” to “Financial Review.” Noted this change.

Waterford Trailer: No title has been found. Homeland Security will look in their records to see if they can find a copy of it. 

SIREN: There will be a training for SIREN Administrators held on June 18th and 19th at NVRH. No date for implementation as of yet.

PEARS: There will be a class held on July 23rd, from 8am to 4pm. Class size is limited to 25. Cost is $25 for in-district (with the district supplementing $25), and $75 for out-of-district students. 

NEW BUSINESS

Monthly Leadership Conference Call: There was a date change for a ceremony at the State House. It will be held on May 17th with a ceremony between 9am and 3pm. 

QA/QI: Discussed at length about implementing a program. After many ideas were pitched, it was decided to have a member from each transporting agency meet and create a framework.

ER Renovations: The ED is in beginning stages of a renovation. This will affect EMS and route into hospital. Deb Bach will keep everyone updated.

EMS Week: Deb Bach proposed a blessing of the ambulances. She will work something about when and where.

Notes: Dr Baker brought up a few items. He requested that reports should be called in a bit quicker. Not all items are necessary, just looking for a general impression and such. Discussed at length about giving a “heads-up” call to the ambulance services in regards to transfers. It was decided that a call should be made to ambulance services when the hospital knows where a transfer is going (e.g. DHMC, but waiting for a bed). This will take effect on Thursday, May 6th at 7:00am.

Next meeting will be held on June 6th at 6:30pm.

Meeting adjourned at 8:06pm on a motion by Natalie.
