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A boom town conveyed a different meaning for McCall, Idaho decades past.   Located at the north end of Long Valley, the community was a mix of industry and recreation, even in the early 1920’s.  A working boat, towing a log boom to the mill, contrasts with the Winston pleasure boat that cruised the same public waters.   The distinct roles of the two crafts foreshadowed today’s economic trends for communities on the edge of National Forests.  
The boom and the working boat were part of a sawmill infrastructure that transformed logs into goods - railroad ties and dimension lumber.  The good ship Winston served tourists by navigating the Payette shoreline, relieving the riders from the summer heat of the Boise Valley.    The captains steered their vessels for different ends, but shared use of public waters to reach their destinations.  
Although not intended as a race between two boats, Winston-like service industries have overtaken forest products and other resource based firms in Long Valley.  The sawmill on Payette Lake is gone, replaced by private vacation estates.  The amenities of public waters and National Forests (the Boise and Payette) attract tourism and recreation development.  Real estate prices rose dramatically in Long Valley, after the announcement of a destination resort near the town of Donnelly.  Tamarack Resort’s marketing strategy effectively pre-sold home and cabin sites, and the prices captured the attention of many developers and landowners.

Local government appraisers also took notice.  Assessed valuation for ad valorem taxes increased in Valley County from $1.2 billion in 2004 to $5.1 billion in 2007!  Appraisal practices in Idaho are based on land use, exempting farm, ranch and forest lands from the market value associated with other land uses.  The tax value for the 200,000 acres of working lands in the county were about one percent of the county’s residential valuation of $4.7 billion.  Is there any question why a landowner would be tempted to sell when development values overshadowed farm or forest production values? 
Even the best laid plans of Tamarack Resort managers, however, could not break the boom/bust pattern of traditional industries.  The housing finance debacle left a wake of its own that touched the Tamarack shores, halting construction on the Village Plaza, a six building complex.  Real estate development and property sales in Long Valley have also decreased substantially.  Unemployment has increased, and some construction workers have left the area.
The break in the real estate frenzy provides a window of opportunity to review land use change on the edge of the Boise and Payette National Forests.  Spatial Interest initiates the Communities on the Edge series with Long Valley.  The review is offered as an experiment in format that creates photo profiles of the region.  
The method is similar to “windshield surveys” conducted as a planning reconnaissance, a precursor to a more formal study.  The combined technologies of digital cameras, global positioning systems, and web publishing contribute to the outcome, which the reader can access through the Link of Interest entitled Profiles from the Edge. 
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