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Refer to: HPD-1
The Honorable Daniel Patrick Moynihan
United States Senate

Washington, 0C 20510-3201

Dear Senator Moynihan:

Thank you for your April 22 letter reqarding the pro?qsod relocation of the
Miller Highway in New York City. I appreciate your ting me know of your
concern about the decision to prohibit the use of additiona) Federal-aid highway
funds for the current environmental study of the propasal.

In recent years, Congress has included saeveral provisions regarding the Miller
Highway in transportation legislation., The Intermedall Surfacs Transportation
Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) authorized funds for "Improvements on Miller
Highway in New York City, NY." The Deparimant of Trarsportation’s appropria-
tions act for fisca) year (FY) 1996 states that, "None of the funds made
avaflable in this Act may be used for improvements to [the Miller Highway in

New York City, New York." As you noted, however, the National Highway System
Designation Act of 1995, which was enacted after the FY 1896 appropriatiens act,
revised the project description in JSTEA to include redevelopment of the

James A, Farlay Post Offica, Pennsylvania Statfon, and asscciated service
buildings,. Tho authorized funds wa @ divided, with $4,440,368 s.rmiikes oy
Congress for the Miller Highway improvements.

Thus, Congress transferred most of tha funds originally authorizad for the
Miller Highway to other projects. Based on discussions with the New York State
Departmant of Transportation (NYSDOT% and the Empire State Development Corpora-

= tion, our Division Office staff in Albany became concerned that work underway
would exceed the reduced amount ($4,440,398) currently authorized by Congress.
Having expressed ¢oncern to NYSOQT on December 22, 1995, about the cost and
scopa of the work underway, cur Division Qffice issued the Federal-Aid Ineligi-
b11tt{ Notice (FAIN) on January 17, 1996. It stated that any work on the
consultant agreemant after December 22, 1995, would ba ineligible for reim-
bursement. This action was necessary to ensure that the cost of the consultant.
work stays within the amount Congress authorized for the work,

You mentioned our Division Office's belief that additfonal expanditures on the
consultant work are not in the public interest., This|viaw was contained in the
Oivision Office’s January 23 memorandum to KYSDOT (copy enclosed) clarifying the
issues surrounding the FAIN. The comment was prompted by the fact that, to
dat2, State and local officials have not included any further work on the Miller
Kignway improvements in the long-rarga statewide or mgtropoiitan transportation
plans (covering 20 years or 3o) or the shorter rangs franspertfation improvemant
grograms (TIP) spanning 3 years of projacts. If the improvements are scheduled
eyond the period covered by the TIP, it is vary 1ike1{ that additional funds
would be needed to reevaluate the current environmental documentation because of
the tima that will have alapsed since completion of the earlier documentation,
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[ believe the FAIN is consistent with the intent of Congress, as expressed in
the Nationa! Highway System Designation Act of 1995, to limit expenditures on
the Miller Highway to $4,440,398. Howaver, please 1oy me know 11 you need any
additional information on this matter.

Sincerely yours

</">

odney t. Slat
Adminﬂstrator




