South Burlington Fire Department
575 Dorset Street
South Burlington, VT  05403
802-846-4110
Fire Chief Douglas Brent 

PRESS ADVISORY

WHO:
Senator Vince Illuzzi, Chair, Senate Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs Committee; and

Representatives of Essex Rescue, Colchester Rescue and South Burlington Fire Department: and 
Invited:  Members of the House and Senate who participated in writing the applicable law

SUBJECTS:
(1)  Changes In Vermont’s Emergency Medical Services Law to:
(a) encourage retention of volunteer EMS personnel by waiving the testing requirement every two years and instead require continuing education as with other medical professionals;

(b) allow nationally certified military medics with the Vermont National Guard to become Vermont EMS personnel without the need to take up to a year long class and pass an examination every two years;

(c) encourage registered nurse  practitioners and physician’s assistants to volunteer or work for rescue squads;

(d) expand the scope of practice for EMS personnel in Vermont;

(e) allow advance certified EMS, e. g., EMT-I and paramedics, to serve on ambulances licensed as EMT-Basic.
(2) Receipt of a $500,000 grant award from the U. S. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to start a statewide paramedic training program through Vermont Technical College 

(3) $70,000 appropriation from the Vermont General Assembly to provide a portion of the local funding match to secure the FEMA grant award

WHEN:  
Friday, May 21 at 10 A. M.

WHERE:
South Burlington Fire Department, Station 1, Dorset Street, South Burlington

CONTACT:
South Burlington Fire Chief Douglas Brent  &  Senator Vince Illuzzi:  802-673-9030
BACKGROUND

FEMA FireAct Grant Summary

The Essex Rescue Squad, Colchester Rescue Squad and South Burlington Fire Department have recently been awarded a FEMA  FireAct Grant.  This grant will provide Paramedic training, equipment, and certification for EMS personnel currently employed by the three squads.  All three squads presently operate at the EMT-Intermediate level. Without this grant, it is doubtful that the grantees would have the funding available to cover the costs of sending personnel out of state to become Paramedics while at the same time maintaining minimum staffing levels.  Given current budget and economic constraints, without the FireAct grant it would take several years to certify enough personnel to provide 24 hour Paramedic coverage for each squad.  The grant amount is $629,205. 80% or $503,364 is federal funds and 20% or $125,841 is local match.
  The purpose of this regional grant award is to provide funds that will initially provide Paramedic  training to 15 students from these three squads, contribute to the development of Vermont’s first statewide education program for Paramedics, and provide the necessary equipment to operate as Paramedics.

One of the major cost factors involved in training paramedics for Vermont EMS providers is the lack of an in state training program.  Vermont is currently the only state without a statewide Paramedic training program. Travel costs and the necessary time to travel to programs can be a major burden for Vermont EMS providers and students, especially those trying to hold down a fulltime job at the same time.  A Paramedic training program which meets the national training standards is a minimum of 1200 hours.  

Curriculum development is currently underway with the grant recipients working in collaboration with the Initiative for Rural EMS at the University of Vermont and the Vermont Technical College.  The new paramedicine curriculum would be piloted by students from the grant recipient agencies and would provide the template necessary to institute and offer an on-going Vermont based paramedic training program well into the future.  Another benefit of this program would allow currently certified paramedics statewide the ability to receive their bi-annual recertification here in Vermont without traveling out of state.

Legislative Support

We are also pleased to announce that to assist with the local match portion of the grant the Vermont Legislature appropriated $70,000 to be used as part of  the educational piece of the project.   The Legislature felt the establishment of an in-state Paramedic training program was key in keeping critical care providers living and working in Vermont. 
Support of Medical Community


Lastly, without the support of the local medical community this project would never have been able to move forward.   The administration of Fletcher Allen Health Care and the Director of Emergency Medicine have overwhelmingly endorsed this project and have provided the assistance necessary for emergency service providers in some areas of Chittenden County to begin offering Paramedic care to patients by September of 2010.    

___________________________________________________________
H.647 (2010) in Relevant Part

Sec. 18.  18 V.S.A. § 906(8) is amended to read:
(8)  Establishing, by rule, levels of individual certification and application forms for advanced emergency medical care.  The commissioner may shall use the guidelines established by the National Highway Transportation Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) in the U.S. Department of Transportation as a standard or other comparable standards, except that a felony conviction shall not necessarily disqualify an applicant.  The rules shall also provide that:

(A)  An individual may apply for and obtain one or more additional certifications, including certification as an advanced emergency medical technician or as a paramedic.

(B)  An individual certified by the commissioner as an emergency medical technician, advanced emergency medical technician, or a paramedic, who is affiliated with a licensed ambulance service, fire department, or rescue service, shall be able to practice fully within the statewide scope of practice for such level of certification as established by the commissioner by rule, which shall be adopted and implemented on a statewide basis no later than January 1, 2011, provided that such person is affiliated with a rescue service, fire department, or licensed ambulance service, or other state licensed medical facility defined by NHTSA’s National EMS Scope of Practice Model notwithstanding any law or rule to the contrary, and subject to the medical direction of the commissioner or designee.

(C)  An Unless otherwise provided under this section, an individual seeking any level of certification shall be required to pass an examination approved by the commissioner for that level of certification.  Written and practical examinations shall not be required for recertification; however, to maintain certification, all individuals shall complete a specified number of hours of continuing education as established by rule by the commissioner.

(D)  If there is a hardship imposed on any applicant for a certification under this section because of unusual circumstances, the applicant may apply to the commissioner for a temporary or permanent waiver of one or more of the certification requirements, which the commissioner may waive grant for good cause.  

(E)  An applicant who has served as an advanced emergency medical technician, such as a hospital corpsman or a medic in the United States Armed Forces, or who is licensed as a registered nurse or a physician’s assistant shall be granted a permanent waiver of the training requirements to become a certified emergency medical technician, an advanced emergency medical technician, or a paramedic, provided the applicant passes the applicable examination approved by the commissioner for that level of certification and further provided that the applicant is affiliated with a rescue service, fire department, or licensed ambulance service.   

(F)  An applicant who is certified on the National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians as an EMT-basic, EMT-intermediate, or a paramedic shall be granted certification as a Vermont EMT-basic, EMT‑intermediate, or paramedic without the need for further testing, provided he or she is affiliated with an ambulance service, fire department, or rescue service, or is serving as a medic with the Vermont National Guard. 

(E)(G)  No advanced certification shall be required for a trainee in established advanced training programs leading to certification as an advanced emergency medical technician, provided that the trainee is supervised by an individual holding a level of certification for which the trainee is training and the student is enrolled in an approved certification program.

Sec. 19.  UPDATED RULES FOR ADVANCED EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE
No later than March 1, 2011, the commissioner of health shall adopt, repeal, or amend any existing departmental rules on emergency medical care to ensure they are in compliance with the provisions of 18 V.S.A. § 906(8).

Sec. 20.  STUDY; STATEWIDE LICENSING OF EMS PROVIDERS

(a)  The commissioner of health, in consultation with the Vermont secretary of state’s office of professional regulation, the Professional Firefighters of Vermont, the Vermont Career Fire Chiefs Association, the Vermont State Firefighters’ Association, the Vermont Ambulance Association, the Vermont Association of Hospitals and Health Systems, a representative from the Initiative for Rural Emergency Medical Services program at the University of Vermont, and a representative of three of Vermont’s existing 13 EMS districts chosen jointly by the speaker of the house and the president pro tempore of the senate, one of whom shall be a medical director and one of whom shall be a volunteer certified emergency medical technician, shall develop a proposal for a statewide licensing mechanism for emergency medical services (EMS) providers and shall assess the state’s EMS capabilities and training requirements.  In addition, the commissioner, also in consultation with the entities referenced in this subsection, shall study whether an individual may provide emergency medical services that exceed the scope of practice for the license level of the service or department with which the individual is affiliated if the individual is licensed and certified at a more advanced level.

(b)  The commissioner of health shall prepare a proposal on a statewide licensing mechanism in the form of draft legislation and shall submit that proposal along with findings and recommendations related to the other topics itemized in subsection (a) of this section to the house committee on commerce and economic development and the senate committee on economic development, housing and general affairs no later than January 15, 2012.

(c)  Pending the results of the study required under this section and any subsequent legislative action, an individual may provide emergency medical services that exceed the scope of practice for the license level of the service or department with which the individual is affiliated if the individual is licensed and certified at a more advanced level provided the emergency medical services are in accordance with a protocol cooperatively developed by the individual and the district medical advisor.

Sec. 21.  EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2010, except for this section and Secs. 7, 8, 14, 18, 19, and 20, which shall take effect on passage.
