MCLEAN BANDS 2009-2010 SYLLABUS

GRADING POLICY AND GUIDELINES

Grades will be computed using a “total point” system with standard MHS and FCPS percentages determining letter grades.

Point totals for each band class may vary based on the number of activities each class will complete over the course of a quarter.

Points will be awarded for the following required activities:
· 10 points for each week of classroom participation

· 50 points for each after school rehearsal

· 20-100 points for each playing or written test depending on the amount of material

· 200 points for Solo/Ensemble Festival and/or other recital performances as approved by the Band Director

· 300 points for participating in the All-District Band Audition (required for Symphonic, optional for Concert Band)

· 500 points for all performances

· 700 points for participation at District 12 Band Festival in March

Since this is a performance-based class, students cannot have any unexcused absences from concerts in order to pass for the quarter!
DISTRICT FESTIVAL
District 12 Band Festival occurs every year during the second weekend in March.  This is by far the most important event that we will participate in over the course of the year.  This is Virginia’s equivalent to our SOL.  Our bands will play for a panel of nationally-recognized adjudicators and will be given ratings based on their performance.  Concert Band will perform Friday night.  Symphonic Band will perform on Saturday.  Please consult the attached calendar and pay careful attention to the date for your Festival performance.  This event is absolutely required!
ATTENDANCE POLICY
The McLean High School Attendance policy will be in effect for absences to all daily classes.  Attendance at ALL after school rehearsals and performances of the McLean High School Band is required. 

STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO NOTIFY THE BAND DIRECTOR IN WRITING FOR ALL ABSENCES.    
APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTATION – NOTE/EMAIL FROM PARENT/GUARDIAN OR DOCTOR - IS DUE THE FIRST SCHOOL DAY FOLLOWING ANY ABSENCE THAT IS NOT PRE-APPROVED. 

EXCUSED ABSENCES:

•
Illness     

•
Family emergency     

•
Pre-Approved conflict – submitted in writing and approved by director 
       (8 weeks in advance for Performance or 1 week in advance for rehearsal)
ALL STUDENTS ARE INTERGRAL MEMBERS OF EACH ENSEMBLE – THE GROUP PERFORMANCE IS REHEARSED AND PREPARED FOR INTRICATELY – PERFORMANCES ARE GREATLY AFFECTED BY THE ABSENCE OF EVEN ONE STUDENT.  FOR THIS REASON, EXCUSED PERFORMANCE ABSENCES ARE SELDOM GRANTED. 

** A PRE-APPROVED AND EXCUSED ABSENSE IS GRANTED AT THE DISCRETION OF THE BAND DIRECTOR. **
REHEARSAL CONDUCT

Tardiness:  There are two ways to be tardy to band class.

1. Students are not in the band room or lockers immediately outside the band room by the time the bell rings.

2. Students are not in seats, setup, and ready to play when the warm-up routine has begun.

Consequence for being tardy:


3 tardies = 1 unexcused absence


3 unexcused absences = F for quarter


9th tardy = F for quarter

Class Participation:  All students receive daily class participation grades.  Points will NOT be awarded for the following cases:

1. Sitting incorrectly while playing the instrument 

2. Talking excessively during rehearsal

3. Disrupting others during rehearsal

4. Running, throwing things, playing percussion equipment (including sticks and mallets), or any other inappropriate behavior in the band room.

Consequence:

1. First occurrence: Student will be told to pack up their instrument and will receive a zero in participation for the day.  

2. Second occurrence: Student will be assigned an after school detention (cleaning band room, sorting music, filing paperwork, etc.)  Sports practices will not exempt you from serving detention time.
SPORTS POLICY

Band is a CLASS.  Sports are EXTRA-curricular.

Mr. Weise will try to be as flexible as we can to a certain point, but in here is a brief summary of conflicts and which activity you should plan to go to:

Band rehearsal wins over sports practice.

Sports games/matches win over band rehearsal.

Concerts win over practices and games/matches.

Tournament play MAY win over concerts.  See Mr. Weise in this occurrence.  

Fundraising activities may win over practices and games/matches.  See Mr. Weise in this occurrence.

That being said, efforts can be made to arrange compromises.  This happens with appropriate and early COMMUNICATION with Mr. Weise.

Leniency will NOT be considered for day-of requests.

Leniency will most likely not be considered for week-of requests.

The key to working out compromises in your schedule is EARLY COMMUNICATION!

SATURDAYS AND WEEKEND COMMITMENTS
Students are expected to be at the following Saturday and weekend commitments: (see attached calendar)

1. Marching competitions – if in marching band – all day

2. Tag Day fundraiser – all day

3. Fruit Sale fundraiser – 2 hour block of time

4. All-District Band Auditions – Symphonic – all day, Concert Band – 2 hours or more

5. Raffle Day fundraiser – all day

6. District Festival – times TBA – a few hours
Find these dates on the calendar and plan your schedules accordingly, including sports!

McLEAN BAND CALENDAR 2009-2010

www.mcleanband.org

NOTE: Every effort possible will be made to adhere to this calendar.  Please understand that sometimes circumstances arise that cause events to be re-scheduled.  We will make our best effort to make everyone aware of any changes in a timely manner.


THIS CALENDAR DOES NOT INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING WEEKLY REHEARSALS

Marching Band:

During September and October:

Tuesdays – 3:00-5:30PM

Wednesdays – 7:00-9:30PM

Thursdays – 3:00-5:30PM

Rehearsals may be cut back as the marching season progresses.

Symphonic Band:

Wednesday nights from 7:00-9:30PM starting in the end of October through the remainder of the school year

Jazz Ensemble:

Tuesday Evenings and Thursday Afternoons – times TBA

September:


8 – First day of School – rehearsal schedule printed above begins


11 – Syllabus contracts/website registration due in class


15 – Band Parents General Meeting – 7:30PM in the Band Room

12 – TAG DAY!!! – 8:00-4:30 – ALL BAND STUDENTS PARTICIPATE!


17 – Home Football Game


25 – Home Football Game


26 – USSBA Marching Competition at Herndon HS – times TBA

October:


3 – Marching Competition – Manassas Park Classic – times TBA


5 – Sr. Regional Orchestra Audition - optional
10 – Marching Competition – USSBA Centennial HS – times TBA

16 – Longfellow Marching Show – during school

16 – Homecoming Game

24 – BOA Regional Marching Competition in West Chester, PA

26 – Symphonic Band Fall Concert Rehearsal with percussion – 2:30-4:30

27 – Jazz Ensemble Rehearsals Begin!

28 – Symphonic Band rehearsals begin on Wednesday evenings – 7:00-9:30

29 – Fall Concert – Symphonic Band and Concert Band – 7:30PM

30 – Home Football Game

November:

6 – Home Football Game

13-14 – Senior Regional Orchestra – for those who make it from the audition – West Potomac HS

23 – Concert Band rehearsal – 2:30-4:30

25 – Early Dismissal – Symphonic rehearsal - 11:30AM-2:00PM

30 – Concert Band rehearsal – 2:30-4:30

TBA – Winter Guard Recruiting

December:

1 – Winter Guard rehearsals begin


5 – Marching Band Parade Performance

7 – Concert Band rehearsal – 2:30-4:30


10 – Winter Concert – all bands – 7:30PM


11-12 – Fruit Sale in the parking lot

11-13 – Winter Guard Mini-Camp


23 – Performing Arts Assembly for school – Jazz Band and Symphonic Band

January:


8 – All-District Band setup day

9 – All-District Band auditions – required for Symphonic, others optional

14 – Band Parents General Meeting – 7:30 in the band room

23 – Jazz Band Gala Dinner

February: 


4-6 – All-District Band event (for those who made it from the audition)

8 - Concert Band rehearsal – 2:30-4:30

9 – Jazz Ensemble Concert with Elementary Area Band – 7:30PM

16 – Concert Band rehearsal – 2:30-4:30

19 – Symphonic Band rehearsal with guest conductor from Bowling Green University – 2:30-4:30

22 – Concert Band rehearsal – 2:30-4:30

25 – Symphonic Band Pre-Festival Concert – 7:30PM

26 – Concert Band Pre-Festival Concert – 7:30PM

27 – All-State Band Auditions – James Madison University 

March:


1 – Concert Band rehearsal – 2:30-4:30


6 – Raffle Day!!!  8:00-4:00


8 - Concert Band rehearsal – 2:30-4:30


11 - Concert Band rehearsal – 2:30-3:30


12 – Concert Band District Festival Performance – time TBA


13 – Symphonic Band District Festival Performance – time TBA


18 – Band Parents General Meeting – 7:30 in the band room


20 – Chantilly Jazz Festival – Jazz Band – time TBA

TBA – Jazz Night with the Madison Jazz Band – location and time TBA

April:

8-10 – All-State Band – for those who make it

14-17 – Spring Trip to Myrtle Beach!!!

24 – Solo/Ensemble Festival 

26 – Nominating Committee for Exec Board – 7:30PM

29 – Jazz Band Raffle Concert – 7:30PM

May:

3 – Concert Band rehearsal – 2:30-4:30

7 – Band Pyramid/Raffle Concert – 7:30PM – Symphonic Band only

10 – Concert Band rehearsal – 2:30-4:30

17 - Concert Band rehearsal – 2:30-4:30

18 – New Band Student Orientation

20 – Spring Concert – all bands – 7:30PM

June:


2 – Graduation Band rehearsal – 2:30-4:30

4 – Band Banquet – 6:30PM in the cafeteria

7, 8, 10 – Marching Band Leadership Training – 2:30-4:00

9 - Graduation Band rehearsal – 2:30-4:30


TBA – Graduation – grad band performs


22 – Last day of school!!!

Syllabus Contract Assignment

DUE FRIDAY, September 11, 2009!!!

1. Go to our website – www.mcleanband.com
2. On the top of the main page, click on the tab that says “Member Area”

3. Enter password – mclean

NOTE: If you are trying to also enter a username, you are in the wrong spot.  Go back and read step 2.

4. Download “Syllabus Contract.”  

5. Print, sign and turn into Mr. Weise.

MUST BE COMPLETED NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2009!!!

