Mrs Diane Barrett – 1953-2011
Thank you for joining us this morning. 
We will always remember Mrs. Barrett and on this, the morning of her funeral, it seemed right that we should gather together to say thank you for her life.
Mrs Diane Barrett was a very special person and had been a part of life at The Priory for nearly 20 years. She first came to The Priory as a parent when her daughter Claire started in the Reception class in 1992. Like many parents, Diane quickly became a volunteer, listening to children read on a regular basis. Not surprisingly, her teaching skills were soon recognised and it was only a matter of time before she became a member of staff; in 1997 becoming a supply teacher and a year later becoming the learning support assistant in Year 6. Not long afterwards, she became the class teacher in Year 6 and in more recent times in Year One. She was very much a part of life at The Priory and in so many ways, The Priory was her life.
Diane was a stickler for high standards. She expected children to behave well - everyone knew exactly where they stood and the children knew they were expected to do well. It was no surprise that Ofsted were impressed with her lessons. On the many occasions, I visited her classroom with prospective parents; I never ceased to be amazed to see how far children had progressed at such an early age. The children quickly acquired basic number skills and became fluent readers. Their written work was always beautifully presented; sentences neatly written and well punctuated. Diane was always very proud of the fact that many children left her class writing in chapters and reading at an age well in excess of their chronological one.
 The classroom was always a hive of activity. For so many children, Diane has helped to cement the building blocks of education. However, I would like to think that she has engendered not only a love of learning but a love of food – her annual sushi tasting I am sure will inspire some master chefs of the future.
Diane was also our PE coordinator and organised not only Priory events but tournaments within the local Tadley cluster. She spent many many hours standing on the touchline, often in the pouring rain and freezing cold, shouting encouragement. She always chose her teams carefully so that as many children as possible could have the chance to take part and she was always keen to enter the children in new and more unusual sporting events. Indeed, it was through Diane’s love of sport that we have been able to offer such a wide array of extra-curricular sporting activities as diverse as multi-skills and street dance.  In more recent times, Diane had introduced the Activ8 scheme within her class which meant that at regular intervals during the day, she would call out “Let’s get wiggling” and the whole class would erupt in a short burst of frenzied activity. 
Diane loved to be here; she was often the last one to leave – indeed, on occasions she had to be asked to go. She was a great supporter of the school and with her sister, Karen, she persuaded many parents to part with their money at the Christmas and Summer Fair bottle tombola stalls.


When Diane was in school, everyone knew it. Her voice could be heard from one end of the school to the other; her laugh was infectious and she loved to share a joke; often as she walked down the corridor on her way out to her playground duty. She joked recently with her class that she knew it would soon be spring as she would be waking up from hibernation.
Diane looked after us all, children and staff alike. As so many people have said, she was a lovely person.
We shall all miss her.
It would have been Diane’s birthday last Monday so we thought that it would be particularly appropriate to release 58 balloons, one for each year of her life, in her honour.

