Prayer Requests
o Winter activities in
Russia

e Michelle as she learns
the language and cul-

ture of Russia

e God’s direction in
choosing a city up
North to base out of

e God’s grace as we
settle in to this new

phase of our ministry

Special Needs

e $500 - furnishing our
new home

e 3500 - warm clothes
for trips up North
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Home at Last

We have been looking for-
ward to writing this prayer
letter for about two years
now, because we are no
longer writing as missionar-
ies to Russia but as mission-
aries in Russia. We will be
working with my parents for
our first term as | re-
acclimate to the culture |
spent much of my youth in
and as Michelle learns it for
the first time. God has been
so good to us in blessing us
with a smooth transition to
our new home. When my
family first arrived in Russia
in 1994, we had no one to
meet us and had to learn
everything the hard way.
What a blessing it has been
to experience many of the
benefits of being a veteran
missionary while still enjoy-
ing the excitement and won-
der of the first few steps in
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fulfilling the calling God has
given us for these people!

We have been officially on
the field since January 4, and
we have been so active that
we have had little time to sit
down and let it sink in. Two
hours after arriving in Russia,
| got in a car and took a 20
hour road trip to Kalmikee
to preach at a winter retreat.
| was planning on sleeping in
the car, but apparently the
Kalmikee man who was driv-
ing also planned on sleeping
in the car, so | was forced by
my sense of survival to stay
awake and keep him awake.
At long last, we arrived at
our destination, and | was
finally able to fall asleep for
the first time in 42 hours.
Upon waking the next morn-
ing, | preached a sermon and
had my first cultural experi-
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ence. In Russia, they have a
tradition of performing an
espousal service in a church
when two people get en-
gaged, and the pastor’s
daughter and her groom-to-
be asked me to perform the
espousal service. So that
evening, having no idea how
to proceed and having no
one to ask who had ever
performed one, | gave a
charge, prayed over the cou-
ple, and had the parents
voice their agreement with
the union-to-be. It was my
first “they don't teach you
this in Bible college” experi-
ence, but God was good, and
the service was special. |
look forward to performing
many such ceremonies
throughout the course of
our ministry, should the
Lord will. Thank you all for

your faithful prayers.

From Russia with Love - Michelle

Ever since | was a young child, |
have looked forward to winter.
Each morning | would wake up
and look outside hoping the
ground would be covered in
snow. Most mornings | was
disappointed, but once in a
while that amazing day would
come and we would get that
ever so longed for gift from
God! Today | sit here on the
little couch in our room looking
out the window. The ice cycles

ing from the roof. The ground is
covered in snow! Every morning
| wake up and look outside and
can not help but smile. God's
creation is so beautiful, and here
I am getting to enjoy one of my
favorite parts of His creation.
We just finished an English in-
tensive camp. Several Russians
stayed in our home here and
also out in the dorms. Whether
you are from different cultures
or not, when you are in a close

know one another better.
When different cultures are
involved, there is never a dull
moment. YWe had a good camp
and took the opportunity to
share God's love and salvation
with those here. It’s so hard to
believe we are here getting to
do what we have looked for-
ward to for so long. If anyone is
interested | have started a blog
about life in Russia. at fromrus-
siawithlove-

ranging from 2-4 feet are hang- area for a few days you get to michelle.blogspot.com.




