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SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE

Contact: Insert Media Contact name and phone number
eHealth Initiative Launches New Awareness Campaign for Doctors, Consumers Introducing Secure Electronic Health Information Exchange
Campaign emphasizes need for electronic medical histories at the moment care is needed


WASHINGTON, DC (INSERT DATE) – When medical emergencies arise there is no time to waste, yet few healthcare providers can access electronic medical histories to make fast, informed decisions.  InformationSTAT, a new public service campaign sponsored by the eHealth Initiative (eHI), points to the life-and-death difference secure electronic health information exchange can make, especially when a patient is unconscious and can’t tell a physician about allergies or special medical conditions.  The campaign will be introduced nationwide this week.
InformationSTAT was developed to raise awareness of the urgency for developing a system for sharing secure electronic medical histories among qualified healthcare providers.  Only about one in four physicians uses electronic medical records (National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey, 2005) and in most locales there is no community-wide system in place to share this information electronically.  
eHI is the independent, non-profit organization working to drive improvements in the quality, safety, and efficiency of healthcare through information and information technology.  Its InformationSTAT campaign is aimed at physicians, other healthcare providers and consumers.  The campaign includes radio ads, brochures, a Web site and other resources as tools local sponsors can use to start the dialogue about electronic health information exchange initiatives.  To view the campaign, visit http://www.informationSTAT.com.
"Electronic medical records are an important building block of a secure health information exchange initiative,” said Janet Marchibroda, eHI’s chief executive officer.  “When these records are connected in a shared system along with other data, such as pharmacy records and lab reports, physicians can access the information they need, when they need it.”

“Right now, medical personnel in an emergency must often make important decisions about a patient’s treatment without ever seeing a medical history, because most medical records are still kept in paper files and stored by individual healthcare providers,” she said.  “This campaign is designed to help local health information exchange initiatives educate consumers and healthcare providers about the need for secure, electronic systems to share patient information.”






(More)

The Institute of Medicine estimates that between 44,000 and 98,000 thousand Americans die each year as a result of medical errors caused primarily by systematic problems, and many more experience other unnecessary injury.  Research published in Health Affairs (2002) and the Annals of Internal Medicine (2003) indicate that nearly 30 percent of U.S. healthcare spending is for treatments that may not improve health status, may be redundant, or may be inappropriate for the patient’s condition—costing Americans an estimated $300 billion per year.
Campaign materials and messages encourage physicians to speak to patients about the need for the secure exchange of electronic medical histories, and to explain how access to these records can save time and improve care.  Materials aimed at consumers explain that secure electronic health information exchange will make their records available to healthcare providers when they are traveling, when x-rays or lab results are needed, or in case of emergency.  
InformationSTAT also emphasizes the security of systems being developed for electronic health information exchange.
“We know that consumers are concerned about the privacy and security of their health information, which is also a high priority for electronic health information exchange efforts,” Marchibroda said.  “It’s important that consumers know electronic health information exchange offers them many choices, including the right to opt into the system, and the right to limit access to it to certain providers.”
The InformationSTAT campaign materials are available at www.informationstat.com and are available for use by communities interested in raising public awareness about use and application of secure electronic health information exchange.  The public services campaign offers community leaders tools to be used in conjunction with their own outreach efforts as communities seek to reach out to form physician and employer partnerships; enlist the media in support of their local efforts;  and,  educate consumers about the importance of secure electronic health information exchange.  
About InformationSTAT

InformationSTAT is a national awareness campaign designed to inform consumers and healthcare stakeholders of the benefits of secure electronic medical records and secure health information exchange.  The term “STAT” is a medical term used to imply urgency.  To obtain brochures, posters, or more information about the campaign, go to http://www.informationstat.com.
