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SAMPLE MEDIA PITCH LETTER- Television
(Insert Date)






(Insert Logo)
Dear (Insert Name of Television Media Representative/Medical Producer/Medical Reporter): 

In a medical emergency, every second counts.  Doctors need accurate, up-to-the-minute information on a patient’s medical history to make good treatment decisions.  

Secure electronic health information exchange could mean the difference between life and death, especially if the patient is unconscious, has allergies or an underlying medical condition.
In conjunction with InformationSTAT, a nationwide campaign raising awareness about the urgent need for electronic health information exchange, Organization name is asking you to consider producing a three-part series on this compelling national movement with a local tie-in.  Your broadcast will send a clear message and go a long way in raising awareness and prompting action among your viewers. 

The requested series could explore the following themes:

Part I: The Problem—An overview of how paper medical records are kept in individual physician offices and hospitals, how cumbersome it is to find and transmit records, and how few physicians have made the switch to electronic files they can securely and easily share.

Part II: The Patient’s View—A look at how electronic medical records exchange helped/saved Patient Jones (local organization to provide case study for interview/ use case study template as a guide). OR Interview with a local expert who can use real examples from across the nation of patient circumstances that illustrate the need for electronic medical records.
Part III: The Solution—Who is working, and how, in YOUR LOCALE towards community-wide electronic health information exchange.
The InformationSTAT campaign was created to raise awareness of the urgency for developing a system for sharing secure electronic medical histories among qualified healthcare providers across communities, across states.  Only about one in four physicians now uses electronic medical records.  Many communities are in the early stages of implementing a health information exchange systems to share this information electronically among healthcare providers.  
STAT is a medical term used to imply “urgent” or “rush.”  InformationSTAT emphasizes that we don’t have a moment to waste to deploy important health information to medical personnel where and when they need it.  
To enhance this message, broadcasters could hold up a bank card.  Just as money is electronically and instantly transferred around the world, health information has the potential to be safely, securely exchanged between qualified healthcare providers.  

We would be happy to help coordinate interviews with local experts on health information exchange (or with consumers who have had first-hand experience with use of health information exchange—at the local partner’s discretion).
So please, take a moment to consider how important getting personal health information to the point of care might be to your viewers and help us raise awareness among those in our community who can motivate change.  A series on InformationSTAT as part of your news programming could be just in time information your viewers need to watch.
For more information about secure health information exchange go to: www.ehealthinitiative.org or (insert your local web address here)

Please contact (insert contact name and information) to discuss the proposed series. Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

Sincerely,
Cc: eHealth Initiative (address) 
