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The Payette Scenic Byway begins near McCall and, heading south towards Boise, travels through the majority of the private land in Valley County.  About forty miles south, and 50 real estate For Sale signs later, the vegetation and topography change, creating a partition between Long and Round Valleys.  A side road to the east accesses the Herrick Reservoir, as well as the land between the two valleys, perched on the edge of the Boise National Forest.  
A new subdivision located a mile from the National Forest typifies the financial dilemma of  private forest landowners.  The property includes an established plantation, and the residual scattered stumps indicate the owner received income from recent harvests.  However, today the property is a 56 lot subdivision, marketed for its location: proximity to public lands, to Boise, and to the Tamarack Resort ski runs.  Valley County owns and maintains the roads that wind their way through the forest of home sites, still waiting for homes.
The plantation value to the forest landowner is about $300/acre, the value of future net revenues discounted to the present.  An acre with mature timber could have a potential value of $3,000 per acre.  By contrast, the summer real estate special advertises the lot prices in a range that overshadows forest production - a low value of $30,000 per acre, increasing to $80,000 per acre for the best view lots.  

The public land use policy, as expressed in the County Comprehensive plan, is to “encourage new development in or near the existing cities and communities in Valley County”, with the goal of retaining the rural character.  The windshield survey of land use in Long Valley reveals the challenge of plan implementation.  There clearly is a significant inventory of vacant lots scattered throughout the county, and encountered on most roads driven, including the road to Herrick Reservoir.
Fortunately, open space actions by other organizations help support the county’s land use policy by providing alternative incentives.  Voluntary conservation agreements between landowners and conservation organizations have retained open space.  The photo journal for this edition reviews four examples, involving three different partner organizations:
· A stream restoration project at Tamarack Resort, with a conservation easement donated to the Idaho Foundation for Parks and Lands.
· The Blackhawk on the River Wildlife Preserve, an easement donated to the Payette Land Trust protecting 365 acres adjacent to public land.
· A working forest conservation easement of 1650 acres – with a future transfer of the property to the University of Idaho.  Idaho Department of Lands is the recipient of the conservation easement.
· A working ranch conservation agreement, also in partnership with the Payette Land Trust
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