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Read the complete report submitted to the Western Governors, including recommendations by working groups.
Resolution 8-21
An Open Spaces resolution adopted by WGA that every Land Trust staff and board member should read.  
Decision Support Systems

View Jack Dangermond’s presentation on GIS technology to support land use decisions that affect wildlife corridors.
Conservation Registry Debut

Test drive the Pacific Northwest release of the Conservation Registry
Archive
Retrieve past newsletters from the Spatial Interest Archive.
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Payette Forward -  Land Use in Long Valley, Idaho. 

 View a “prequel” Photo Gallery of bear grass blooming on the Payette.
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Critical wildlife habitat and migration corridors have no respect for political boundaries, or for property lines between landowners.  Governors from eleven western states and four Canadian Premiers recognized the importance of working across jurisdictions to protect wildlife.   At the annual meeting of the Western Governors’ Association (WGA),  the members 
adopted the Wildlife Corridors Initiative report, and created the Western Wildlife Habitat Council.  The report acknowledges the importance of healthy landscapes and abundant wildlife as economic drivers in many of the West’s rural communities.  Implementation of the Wildlife Corridors Resolution will be the charge of the newly created Western Wildlife Habitat Council (WWHC).
The WWHC will identify key corridors and habitat, and will coordinate implementation activities – both policy and tools.  Priorities identified by the WGA include state level Decision Support Systems that will facilitate planning for these important landscape features.  Policies will be developed to ensure that the information from the systems will be available to federal, state, and local organizations.  Because a mix of land owners and political entities is characteristic of the region, the WWHC will seek standard definitions of wildlife corridors and key habitats that retain significance across political boundaries. 
Private land also plays a role in the initiative, and the report affirms the utility of conservation incentives for individual and corporate land owners.  The Governors’ Open Spaces Resolution (8-21) not only endorses the use of conservation easements as an effective implementation tool, but directs WGA staff to investigate the potential to increase federal tax benefits for donated conservation easements.  
The report includes assessment of risks to wildlife, as well as the recommendations developed by six working groups:  Science, Energy, Land Use, Oil & Gas, Climate Change, and Transportation.  
Conservation Registry Debut
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Developers of the Conservation Registry released Version 1.0 to users in Idaho, Washington, and Oregon.  A national release will follow feedback from Pacific Northwest users.

The interface in this release provides functions to add projects, and execute queries/reports.  The Conservation Community is encouraged to use the system, and provide feedback via a form on the Registry’s website.
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