This packet provides suggestions for preparation regarding the upcoming meetings. All the ideas are not necessarily meant for implementation in the meeting. Please prayerfully consider what the Lord would have you do.
PRAYER

 Scriptural praying recognizes our dependency on God to do what man cannot do. Prayer emphasis should primarily be to those who understand true praying. True prayer is not prayer-dependence as if we merit blessing by putting in enough time. True prayer is God-dependence through pleading His exceeding great and precious promises.

· Pulpit Prayer:  Pray from the pulpit weekly for the meeting beginning at least six weeks prior to the

meetings.

(     Special Prayer Meetings:  Cottage Prayer Meetings in homes; 24-hour Prayer Chain before the

        meetings; Saturday morning or evening meetings (Do what you feel would be the most profitable

        for your church).

· Prayer and Fasting:  Challenge people to fast at least one day before the meeting and spend special

time in prayer throughout that day (at least during the meal times).

       NOTE:  I believe that sincere prayer and fasting is one of the most important aspects of preparation.  Fasting does not merit God’s favor, however, it does reveal one’s genuine desire for God’s power.  The motive for fasting is to seek the Lord for divine aid (II Chron. 20; Ezra 8:21-23).  The idea is that when we recognize how important it is that we have God’s power and blessing, we seek Him in prayer, bypassing food or food and drink which, in comparison to the cause, is insignificant.  Also, the analogy of hungering and thirsting for God and His blessing is much more real when you have experienced physical hunger and thirst.  I would strongly encourage those who have a heart for God to truly consider prayer and fasting.  Of course, the actual fasting is to be unto God and not to be seen of men (Matt. 6:16-18).

· TV Fast:  You might suggest for your church people not to watch television prior to and during the

meeting.  It would be far better if they would use this time to pray, prepare their hearts, and invite people out to the meeting.

NOTE:  Commitment card and TV screen cover reminder masters are included in this packet for copying.

ADVERTISING

· Advance Announcements:  Announce the dates of the meeting right away if you have not done so 

already, and encourage everyone to clear their schedules for the meeting.  Seeking the Lord 

corporately should be clearly portrayed as something of vital importance.

· Bulletin Announcements:  Begin bulletin announcements at least six weeks prior to the meeting – the 

more set off and emphasized, the better. Suggested bulletin insert ideas are included in this packet.
· Media:  Send news releases to area newspapers and local radio stations (even local cable stations).

include the “What?  Where?  and When?” information.  If you send information on your own church

letterhead, it may be better received because it emphasizes the local nature of the meeting.

NOTE:  A news release is included in this packet.  Please feel free to copy if needed.

· Flyers:  Make available attractive half-sheet or even card-size flyers for your people to use in inviting

others to the meetings.  These may also be used as bulletin inserts.  Include the “What?  Where? and

When?” information. 3x5 card-size invitations are perhaps more useable for most people.

· Other Churches:  Send flyers to local churches in your area if you so desire.

(     Announcements:  Begin announcing and promoting at least six weeks prior to the meeting.

        It may be wise not to put the announcements regarding the meeting in the midst of other regular

        announcements – the more set off and emphasized, the better.

· Banner:  If you desire, put a banner regarding the meeting in the auditorium and/or outside your church

building. 

· Pastoral Letter:  A letter bearing your heart about the meeting could be sent out to your church folk

about two weeks prior to the meeting.

MUSIC

Colossians 3:16 commands us to teach the Word of God through the vehicle of music.  Next to preaching, the music involves the greatest amount of time and teaching in a service.  Music sets the atmosphere of a service.  Therefore the music should have the flavor of revival and evangelism.  Of course, all music should clearly be Christ-honoring and untainted by worldly trends.

· Choir:  If you have a choir, good revival and evangelistic songs would be helpful.
· Pianist:  My wife, Mary Lynn, is willing to play for the preludes, congregational singing, invitations, and  postludes. It would be helpful if your pianist could handle Sunday morning, except for the offertory and invitation.
· Specials:  Mary Lynn will plan to sing throughout the week at each service.  If your pianist can 

accompany my wife, that would be a help.  Otherwise she will need to be able to sing from the piano

as she plays for herself.  On some nights we might sing duets as well.  Mary Lynn can send music

ahead of time, if you will let us know that this is necessary.
· Offertories:  Mary Lynn is willing to handle all offertories.

SUGGESTIONS FOR SONG SERVICES:

When the Sunday morning service begins with an objective song of praise to God (e.g. “Holy, Holy, Holy”; “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”; “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”), it sets a proper God-ward focus.  The service could move toward personal testimony songs before the preaching.

For all evening services, the opening song should be more rousing.  Time signatures should be varied.  Also, the order of services could occasionally vary to keep from falling into ritualism.

· The opening prayer (invocation) should invite God’s blessing on the service. Therefore, prayer requests and prayer for health needs, and so forth, should be included in a pastoral prayer later in the service.  
· It may be best to shorten the song services on the week nights to allow ample time for the preaching. Treating the week night services as you would your regular services (i.e. typical announcements, normal number of songs, handshaking time, etc.) takes unnecessary time without enhancing the meeting. Also, making sure that the services start on time is greatly helpful.
WORKERS

· Personal Workers:  Designate plenty of personal workers before the meeting to be ready to help during

the meeting.  These workers should be prepared to:

1. Clearly give the Gospel and lead a soul to a definite decision to trust Jesus Christ as Savior.

2. Give basic steps of follow-up to a new convert.

3. Give biblical help to a Christian in an area of Christian growth.

4. Sit near the front if possible and be looking during the invitation to see if they are needed to do personal work.

NOTE:  You may want to have a training or review session to go over these items.  Decision cards would be helpful for follow-up contacts.  Also, it is helpful to give new converts a Gospel tract and a follow-up pamphlet.

· Ushers:  Ushers should be ready to greet people warmly, seat people, make sure that visiting guests 

are introduced to church folk, etc.  Guest cards would be helpful for follow-up contacts.

· Nursery Workers:  Workers should be organized ahead of time so any visitor would feel confident and

comfortable putting their child in the nursery.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

· I will come prepared to speak in a combined adult and teen Sunday School if you desire.

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

· If you have a Christian school, I am ready and willing to preach in your chapel(s).  If there will be more than one chapel, a longer time than 20-30 minutes would be very helpful.  
· If home-work could be curtailed and after-school practices and games canceled or at least shortened, it would help students participate in the meeting.  Also, beginning the school day about 45 minutes later can be a big help.
GOSPEL SERVICE

(     If you desire, we could designate Sunday morning and/or Friday night (or another night) as a “Gospel Service.” This emphasis allows your church folk to work confidently toward bringing unsaved visitors on a specific service, knowing that the gospel will be preached.  (The number of “gospel” services could be increased according to your primary burden for the meeting.) This is simply an option of emphasis.      

WEEK-NIGHT SERVICES

· If the services could begin at 7:00 p.m. instead of 7:30 p.m., I believe it would help the nights not to go

too late.  However, I know that in certain areas, the 7:30 p.m. time is more functional.
SOUL WINNING

· I would be happy to go soul winning with you during the week.  When planning visits, I would prefer, if

possible, to concentrate in the area of my calling.  I am an evangelist and, therefore, primarily 

concerned about winning souls and helping people get right with God.  It is best to return to the church

no later than 4:00 p.m., if possible, to aid in preparation for the evening service. Mary Lynn would be willing to go soul winning with your wife during the week.
REVIVAL FOCUS MINISTRIES
· Revival Focus Ministries, Inc. is an extension of my work as an evangelist.  It is a non-profit organization (from which I take no salary).  If it is all right with you, we will make available some of

the RFM items (tapes, CDs, pamphlets, books, etc.) beginning on Monday night.  A table is all that

is needed (an 8-foot table is preferable). On Monday through Friday it would help if I could make an announcement about the RFM table separate from when I stand up to preach.
FIFTH-WHEEL TRAILER

· It is usually simplest to park at the church (as flat a place as possible).  

(     It helps greatly to be on a circuit with a FIFTY (50) AMP BREAKER.  Because RVs have normal

        household appliances, ample electricity is very much needed.  A normal outside outlet is only

20 amps and 110 volts.  In many cases it may be a simple matter to have a 50 amp breaker with

220 volts installed. An electrician could tell you how simple or difficult it would be.  
A 50 amp RV plug has a baseball diamond-shaped arrangement with a circle on the second-base position, and vertical slats on the other three positions. Parts may be bought at the average RV dealer or large hardware/home store. The plug-ins need to be installed so that the cords plugged in hang down.  To my knowledge, it is not too expensive to have an arrangement like this installed.  Every evangelist you have who has an RV will greatly appreciate your effort.  Even though the last evangelist may have used the 20 amp hook-up and “survived”, that does not mean he was functioning normally.  We can hook up to any outlet within 50 feet of the trailer.  

If needed, I have the capability to access two different 20 or 30 amp circuits if the outlets are both close     enough and thus pull 40-50 amps.

(    We can hook up to water within 100 feet of the trailer.

· Wireless capabilities would be helpful for e-mail purposes.
· If the church is locked, it would help to have a key to the church for access to the piano, etc.

FOOD

· Since the trailer has a kitchen, we use groceries like normal.  Since we have a child who is being homeschooled, please do not make a special effort to solicit meals for us on the weekdays. If anyone expresses a desire to host us for a meal on the weekdays, we kindly request that this be limited to no more than twice during the meeting. Due to the time-constraint of homeschooling, it would be helpful to have meals nearby or at the church. Lunch time is much preferable to allow preparation time before the evening services.  Also we prefer to keep Monday and Friday clear to aid in organizing the start and close of the week. This does not mean we do not welcome any meals with others. We have simply found a few wise guidelines guard against hindering the focus of a meeting.

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE

· Normally we plan to arrive mid to late Saturday afternoon.  If this will be different, I will let you know.  

Please do not plan a meal for us on Saturday evening as we will need to set up and prepare for Sunday.

· We normally leave the following Saturday morning depending on the length of our trip to the next

meeting.  We may need to leave Friday night after the service if we have to drive a long distance.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of these suggestions. If you have any questions, my cell phone number is (734)604-2625.

NEWS RELEASE

_______________________________ of _______________________________________ 

                  (church)                                                                (city)
announces special revival services, ​​​_____________________________________ through

                                                                                              (date)

_____________________________ with Evangelist John R. Van Gelderen of Ann Arbor, 

                    (date)

Michigan.  Pastor _________________________________________________ invites everyone 

                                                                 (pastor’s name)

to attend these services which will begin at ________________________ each evening.  Bible-







       (time)

centered preaching and soul-stirring music will be part of this exciting series of meetings.  The 

church is located at _________________________________________________________







(address)

in ______________________________.



(city)

Evangelist John R. Van Gelderen received bachelors (1984), masters (1987), and doctoral (2008) degrees  
from Bob Jones University of Greenville, South Carolina.  After a two-year pastoral internship at Hampton 
Park Baptist Church in Greenville, South Carolina, he began a five-year ministry as an assistant to his 
father, Dr. Wayne Van Gelderen, Sr., at Marquette Manor Baptist Church of Downers Grove, Illinois.  While 
there he led in the outreach ministries.

Evangelist Van Gelderen began in full-time evangelism in January of 1992. As an extension of his ministry

as an evangelist, he is the co-founder and president of Revival Focus Ministries, Inc. He is also the 

author of various books, tracts, soul winning training materials, and songs. His wife, Mary Lynn, is an 

accomplished musician in both piano and vocal music, and is actively involved in the meetings.

Evangelist Van Gelderen believes that America is in need of a true revival and that God uses the

Spirit-filled preaching of His Word to cause Christians to look to God for answers.  He presents

timely messages on vital subjects such as the Spirit-filled life, revival, holiness, soul winning, and  salvation.  

For more information regarding these special services, please contact the church at 

____________________________. 

               (phone number)

REVIVAL QUOTES for Bulletin Inserts
“If God has visited His people before, He can and will do so again.” James McQuilkin

“A genuine revival without joy in the Lord is as impossible as spring without flowers, or day-dawn without light.” C. H. Spurgeon

“An awareness of God, a consciousness of God … the very atmosphere … charged with the power of Almighty God! That is Revival!” Duncan Campbell

“A true revival means nothing less than a revolution, casting out the spirit of worldliness, making God’s love triumph in the heart.” Andrew Murray

“Revival is the church falling in love with Jesus all over again.” Vance Havner

“Revival is a [people] saturated with God.” Duncan Campbell

“A revival means days of heaven upon earth.” D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

“A revived church is the only hope for a dying world.” Andrew Murray

“Our supreme need and the only answer to the problem that confronts the Christian church today is a visitation from God!” Duncan Campbell

“Revival is the people of God living in the power of an ungrieved, unquenched Spirit.” James A. Stewart
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