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The Conscience, Part 1
The Necessity of Recognizing Your Conscience

Join us in this series on the conscience that Pastor Sam Horn preached at

Brookside Baptist Church.

| want to ask you to consider for a
moment, as you think about your
life, what might be an embarrass-
ing moment where you have
found yourself arguing with your-
self. Do you realize that human
beings are the only ones of God’s
creatures that have the ability to
carry on an internal argument with
themselves against themselves.
Have you ever thought about that?
There are enough people already
in our lives that tend to argue with
us. Why in the world would we
want to have an argument that no
one else knows about that is going
on in the inner recesses of our
soul, and the person arguing
against us is somebody that you
can’t see, you can’t even identify,

but that person is in you and he is
arguing forcefully against you.

Now here’s my question. Who
argues with us in our souls?
We’ve had those arguments,
haven’t we? When we’re in a
position where there’s a lot at
stake, or we could be greatly
embarrassed by what could be
revealed about us, we have argu-
ments like this, and if these argu-
ments were just with ourselves,
we would easily set them aside.

So the question is, who is the per-
son arguing with you in your own
soul? It’s not the Lord, because
this person or this function is ac-
tually using the Lord’s words to
give evidence for or against the
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thing that he is arguing with you
about in your soul. So who is it
that is arguing with you? Can |
submit to you that what is happen-
ing in my heart and what fre-
quently goes on in your heart is
this: our conscience begins to ar-
gue with us. One of the reasons
we tend to live the way that we
live is because of the way we re-
late to our conscience. You are
where you are, in some degree,
because of how you have handled
your conscience. When you think
about what you are living like and
what you are enjoying in terms of
your relationship to God or, on the
other side of that equation, what
you might be missing in your rela-
tionship to God, a lot of that is be-
cause of how you have handled
and how you have related to your
conscience.

| want to give you just a very
broad-brush picture of what we’re
going to be covering in this series,
beginning with discussing the ne-
cessity of recognizing our con-
science. That will be our first
message together. The next mes-
sage will be on how we should re-
spond when our conscience
speaks. We want to take some

time to look at what the Bible has
to say about that, and we want to
talk about how our conscience is
regulated. How does our con-
science work? What is it that
regulates it? When does our con-
science speak to us the way that it
does? Then we want to spend our
last time together talking about
reclaiming or restoring our con-
science. How do we restore our
conscience that we have run over?
How do we deal with that aspect
of our conscience? So, as we look
at our series on the conscience,
these are the topics, the ideas that
we want to look at. Let’s begin
by just making some observations
about recognizing our conscience.

The first thing | want you to no-
tice in Acts 24 is the fact that this
passage of Scripture teaches us
about the reality of our con-
science. There really is a con-
science in every single one of us,
and the Apostle Paul introduces us
to this idea in Acts 24:15-16. He
says, “This being so, | have hope
in God which they themselves also
accept, that there will be a resur-
rection of the dead, both the just
and the unjust.” In other words,
Paul is saying that he is confident
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that there is going to come a day
of accounting, and in light of that
fact, ““I always strive to have a
conscience without offence toward
God and men.”

The first thing we want to know
as We recognize our conscience is
this: there is a reality, and that re-
ality is that every single one of us
has a conscience. Let me give
you some things about your con-
science that you need to recognize
as you come to the reality of this.
If you were to ask anyone about
conscience, they would come up
with the little saying, “Always let
your conscience be your guide.”
Now let me ask you a question.
Should you always let your con-
science be your guide? That’s a
question | want you to hold on to,
because I’m going to ask you that
question again at the end of the
series, and you should have a bib-
lical grid with which to answer
that question.

Now your conscience is a part of
the image of God that remains
with you after the fall. You are
the only one of God’s creatures
that was created in His image.
And when He created you in His

image, He gave you a constitu-
tional component that was like
Him. After the fall, the image of
God was marred... it was broken,
but it was not removed. It was not
eliminated. That’s why you are
different than a dog or cat or any
kind of animal you can think of.
That’s what gives you an inherent
worth above the animals on the
earth. There are people out there
who will literally spend their en-
tire lives trying to save a spe-
cies....save the whales, save the
cows. | like to eat cows, so I’'m
particularly bothered by that one.
Save the birds, save this cricket
that showed up, save this snail
that crawled....whatever. We
need to come to the Bible and un-
derstand that the Bible teaches us
that there is an inherent worth to
you in God’s sight that isn’t true
of the animal kingdom, and the
reason is not because you are con-
stitutionally better than the ani-
mals, but because of something
that God designed in you called
His image. You are created in the
image of God, and even though
the fall marred that image and dis-
torted that image, there is still the
Image of God in you. That part of
you is your conscience. Your
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conscience is part of the image of
God, and it speaks to you. Now,
you may not always hear it, you
may not always respond to it, but
it speaks. And it speaks inde-
pendently of you. You can’t stop
it from speaking to you. You can
decide that you’re going to argue
against it, or you can decide that
you’re going to silence it. The
Bible talks about the fact that you
can actually seer it, but you can-
not stop it from speaking. It al-
ways speaks independently of
you, and it is informed by an ex-
ternal standard. There is some-
thing outside of you that regulates
and governs your conscience.

Now, we’re going to talk more
about this in a later message, but
really your conscience ultimately
Is informed even if you don’t have
a Bible and you don’t have access
to a Bible. Your conscience is in-
formed by the moral law of God
that is inscribed in your heart by
your Creator, because it is part of
His moral nature. That’s why you
can go anywhere in the world and
you will find people who instinc-
tively know that it is wrong to
murder. It’s unacceptable. These
people will instinctively know

that it wrong to lie, even though
they may engage in lying regu-
larly as a part of life and may de-
fend it as a necessary part of how
they are to live. They instinc-
tively know that it is wrong, and
the way you can tell that they
know it is wrong is by their reac-
tion when they are lied to. People
instinctively know that it is wrong
to take someone else’s wife or
someone else’s property. These
are just things that God has hard-
wired into the soul of every one of
His creatures that was made in
His image. When you violate
those standards, your conscience
IS going to speak for God and say
that you have crossed the line. So
the first thing that you need to see
tonight is the reality of your con-
science.

But, secondly, what is its role?
What does conscience do in your
life? Your conscience really is
there to speak to you for God be-
fore some external authority or
standard that has been set before it
that it believes is legitimate. The
word “conscience” comes from
two words that mean “to know
with or against.” By the way, the
word “conscience” shows up over
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thirty-two times in your New Tes-
tament. Your New Testament has
a lot to say about conscience.
Conscience knows things that go
on in our thinking, it knows things
that go on in our living, it knows
things that go on in the secret
chambers of our heart. Our con-
science has access to every part of
us...to every thought, to every
word, to every action. Our con-
science knows everything about
us, and it is designed to speak
about what it knows.

So the role of your conscience is
to speak about what it knows
about you. Either it is going to
speak for you, or it’s going to
speak against you. Your con-
science is designed to speak.

Now when it speaks, it is designed
to do some things. It is designed,
for example, to warn us before we
sin. Remember when Ananias
and Sapphira stood before Peter
just before he pronounced that
horrible sentence on them and
they dropped dead before him.

He said to them ““Have you been
lying to the Holy Spirit,”” and the
implication was that the Holy Spi-
rit had been speaking to them
through their consciences. Re-

member the apostle Paul, as he is
on the road to Damascus and as he
interacts with the Lord, the Lord
says to him, ““Has it been hard for
you to kick against the goads,”
which really is another reference
to Paul’s conscience.

Your conscience is designed to
speak to you about what it knows
concerning you, and often it is
warning you about what you are
thinking of doing. Isn’t that the
case very often when we’re really
thinking about doing something,
and all of a sudden out of the blue
Ccomes our conscience saying,
“You’d better not do that!” Your
conscience speaks, and it warns
you in advance when you are
stepping over a line.

Let me tell you another way your
conscience speaks. Your con-
science speaks to you after you
sin. What happens to you after
you sin? You silenced your con-
science, you ignored your con-
science and you went ahead and
did the thing your conscience was
telling you not to do. Now your
conscience continues to speak, but
this time it has a completely dif-
ferent message. “Oh, you’re in
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trouble now! You better go make
this right. You better go take care
of this.” Our conscience speaks to
us before we sin warning us not to
step over the line, but after we
step over the line, our conscience
continues to speak, but it has a
completely different message.

There’s a third way that your con-
science speaks. It also speaks to
justify you. Sometimes you will
find yourself falsely accused, and
nothing that you say or do will
eliminate the doubt in the other
person’s mind against you. And
all of a sudden, there’s something
in your soul that God put there to
say, “It’s okay.” God knows.
God knows, and God will take
care of it. You don’t have to go
out and overly exert defending
yourself, because God knows that
you’re innocent. There is some-
thing that God put in you that is
part of His image that, when you
have met the standard of right-
eousness, and somebody comes
along and accuses you of not
meeting that standard, your con-
science comes to your defense. It
says that you are clear of this. It
excuses you, because you are
clear of the charge. Let’s end this

session by looking briefly at our
response to conscience.

How should we respond to our
conscience when it speaks? Look
back at Acts 24:16. Paul said that
in light of coming accountability
in front of a Judge who is omnis-
cient, here is what | do. ““I always
strive to have a conscience with-
out offence.” The King James
says “void of offence.” It literally
means empty of any offences.
When we look at our consciences,
the Apostle Paul reminds us that
we have a responsibility to work
hard. This is the idea of being di-
ligent. This isn’t going to happen
by accident. This isn’t just going
to happen because you just come
to church and you read your Bible
a lot. This is going to have to be
something that you give inten-
tional attention to. This is some-
thing that you’re going to have to
work hard at, that you’re going to
have to maintain, that you’re go-
ing to have to be vigilant about.
The implication of Acts 24:16 is
that it is very easy to let this go.
That’s why Paul says, “I always
strive about this matter. I labor
intensely, | wrestle with this.”
That’s the wording, and it’s an
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athletic metaphor that has the idea
of wrestling intently with some-
thing. “l wrestle intently, | wres-
tle hard at keeping my conscience
empty of any legitimate offences it
might have against me.”” Notice
the arena of those offences. Paul
says that he wants to have an
empty conscience that isn’t accus-
ing him of any offences that he
has against God. He wants to
have a conscience that is empty of
any offences that he has against
other men. Now the reason that
this is important is that every sin
that we commit....every sin,
whether it’s relational or other-
wise, every sin that we commit
begins as an act of unbelief
against God. Every sin that you
will ever commit in your life be-
gan when you chose to not believe
something that God said. Go to
Genesis 1, and there is the pattern
of sin. Satan came in and he
asked guestions that began to
cause doubt in Eve’s mind about
what God said. So when you sin,
it always begins with this root. It
always begins with a choice that
you make to forget, disregard, or
to set aside something that God
told you. Your conscience is
there to remind you that God did

say it, it is right, and you should
have known it. Your conscience
will not accept ignorance as an
excuse if it was something that
you were supposed to know. God
comes along in this passage and
He tells us that we are to live our
lives in such a way that we are
constantly striving to keep our
conscience void of offence toward
Him. The way we do that is by
believing what He said about life
and about how we’re to respond
in life. God’s Word gives you in-
structions, and it gives you God’s
decisions about how life ought to
be lived, and when you just decide
you’re not going to do that, you
did something devastating to your
conscience. You just trampled
over your conscience, and that’s
why in your soul there’s always a
discomfort when it comes to pray-
ing to God. You know when you
get down on your knees and you
start talking to God, your con-
science is saying, “Wait a min-
ute...there’s something you’ve
got to talk about before we talk
about this thing you want.” You
know what happens then? It’s
easier after a while not to talk to
God, not to pray. | would submit
to many of us that the reason that
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prayer is so sparse in our lives is
because our conscience has of-
fences against God that it isn’t go-
ing to let us forget, that we are re-
fusing to come to grips with, and
that we must come to grips with.
And by the way, | believe that’s
why so many of our lives are
powerless. | believe that’s why
we’re so susceptible to more and
more of satanic lie. Why? Be-
cause our conscience is designed
by God to be a protector, and we
have chosen to fill it up with of-
fences and not deal with those of-
fences against God.

But Paul went on to say that it’s
not just offences against God, it’s
also offences against men. Let’s
talk about offence. Offence is not
the idea that, “I’m offended at
that. | can’t believe you said that!
I’m offended.” That’s not the
idea of a biblical offence. A bib-
lical offence is a sin that you
committed, not something that
somebody said about you that hurt
your feelings. There are people
who offend you that way, and
there are places in the Bible that
tell you how to handle that, but
when your conscience deals with
an offence, it’s always an offence

that you committed. Now it may
have been provoked by somebody
else’s offence, but it’s always an
offence that you have committed
either against God or against men.
So when it talks about having a
conscience that’s void of offence,
it’s not the idea of being upset and
really frustrated and offended at
something someone said. It’s the
idea of sinning in that process,
one of the sins that your con-
science knows that you’ve com-
mitted at any level against God
and against others. Paul says that
he always strives hard to keep his
conscience void of these kinds of
offences. The reason is there is a
coming accountability before
which we’re going to stand that is
going to evaluate us and our
hearts, and our consciences have
been preparing us for that day.

Now, let’s just ask this question as
we close. Do you have a con-
science? According to the Scrip-
tures, do you have a conscience?
And the answer is yes. Now if
you have a conscience, it is either
a conscience that has offences
against you or it is empty of of-
fences. So if you have a con-
science, what kind of a conscience
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do you have? What is your con-
science saying to you when it
comes to your relationship to
God? And what is your con-
science saying to you when it
comes to your relationship to oth-
er believers? You will never have
a healthy Christian life if you are
consistently and intentionally not
dealing with the things your con-
science says you need to deal
with.

And so as we begin our series on
the conscience, we must begin
where God begins. We need to
recognize He put our conscience
in us as part of His image, and He
put it there to speak to us so that
we would maintain a right rela-
tionship with Him and a right re-
lationship with one another.

What do you need to do to be
rightly related to God? What do
you need to do to be rightly re-
lated to one another? You know
what you need to do to be rightly
related. God does not hide our
sins from us. We may overlook
them, we may argue against them,
but you know what those offences
are. God is not hiding them from
you. The Spirit of God brings

those offenses to your mind. You
know what offences you have
against Him, and you know what
offences you have against others.
You know who you have offended
by your sins. You know what
God says? Deal with it. Empty
out your conscience by dealing
with the offences biblically. Go
to God and deal with the offences
that you have against Him. Go to
whoever you have offended and
deal with those offences against
them. Empty out your con-
science. You say, “That’s really,
really hard!” Exactly. And it
needs to be hard. That’s what will
keep your conscience empty from
then on. Part of the reason we
never deal with our conscience is
because it is so hard to go to
somebody else and say,” | have
sinned against you, will you for-
give me?” That’s humbling, and
it puts us in a place of vulnerabil-
ity. But it is the very humbling
part of that process that God uses
to exalt us and build us up so that
we don’t go down that path again.
The reason that so many of us live
in the same sins over and over is
because we have never been will-
ing to go through the difficult
process of cleansing our con-
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science from offence. But know of how God restores spiritual

that when you do, God changes health to your life. So let’s be
you. God rebuilds part of the wall people who recognize our con-
that has been breached. It’s part science.

. | Dr. Sam Horn is the featured teacher and Host of The Word For Life,
Senior Pastor of Brookside Baptist Church in Brookfield, Wisconsin, and
Vice President of Ministerial Training at Northland International University
in Dunbar, Wisconsin.

24 / 7 Conservative Christian Music www.abidingradio.com. Visit us at
www.abidingradio.com to listen to a constant stream of God-honoring music. It
is free! You can also select our all-instrumental channel in addition to our main
vocal/instrumental stream.

God’s Glory in Clay Pots is the first book in
our Truth Talk Series and includes an audio
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Elay Pots new book. Order your copy today — individ-

ual copies are available for $15.60, which in-
cludes shipping and handling within the con-
tinental U.S.
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THE "HOWS” OF HONESTY AND
OBEDIENCE --
“IN, OuT, UP, AND DOWN”

Life is a Vapor - Part 15

Join Pastor Sam Horn (SH) and Dr. Les Ollila (LO) for a discussion that

originally aired on THE WORD FOR LIFE.

SH: With me is my co-host, Dr.
Les Ollila, Chancellor of North-
land International University.
Today we’re going to have our
final discussion on the question
that we are seeking to answer --
the question, “What is your life?”
James asks this question in Chap-
ter 4 of his New Testament letter.

We have been comparing our
lives to a vapor that appears for a
moment and then suddenly
vanishes away, and we’ve been
discussing for the last number of
broadcasts how to make that
vapor count.

Last time we were together, Doc,
you shared with us the importance
of honesty...becoming honest

before God as the first step of
making our life count before the
Lord.

We ended that broadcast by com-
menting that honesty leads to a
second thing...obedience. You
defined obedience for us as doing
what we’re supposed to do, when
we’re supposed to do it, with a
right heart spirit. Did | get that
right?

LO: Yes. Doing what we ought
to do, when we ought to do it,
with a right heart attitude.

SH: And that last part is quite
hard, isn’t it?
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LO: Right. Because if Dad says,
“Son, take out the garbage,” and
the boy waits for an hour, he
hasn’t obeyed. If Dad says, “Take
out the garbage,” and the son
takes out the garbage and he’s
slamming doors and throwing
things, he’s done it, but not with
the right heart attitude. Obedi-
ence is doing what we ought to
do, when we ought to do it, with
the right heart attitude.

SH: So I can actually have all the
external parts of obedience right,
doing what I’m supposed to do,
when I’m supposed to do it, but if
| don’t have that last part - with
the right heart, I’m in trouble.

LO: Yes.

SH: | really haven’t obeyed, is
what you’re saying, even though
I’ve done the external action. In
other words, | haven’t obeyed the
way God wants me to obey.

LO: | haven’t obeyed completely.
It’s partial obedience.

We see a picture of Saul in the
Old Testament, where he partially
obeyed. God tells him to destroy

King Agag and the Amalekites, in
the first Samuel, 15, but he kept
the best of the flocks and he
spared the king. He partially
obeyed, but he did not completely
obey.

SH: In his mind he had good rea-
sons to do that.

LO: He justified what he did.
Everyone who disobeys has al-
ready justified the case in his
mind, or he wouldn’t disobey.
That’s human nature. You might
say, “l have no reasons, but |
think I’ll just disobey today.”
You have already built a case in
your mind. Your defense team is
already lined up before you make
that decision of disobedience.

SH: Right.

LO: And no matter what the
prosecution has to say. In | Sam-
uel 15:22, after Saul was con-
fronted and Samuel said, “Hath
the Lord as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, and to harken than the
fat of rams.” Saul said, “I dis-
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obeyed. | didn’t do what you
said, but what I did was that | kept
the very best in order that | might
sacrifice unto the Lord.”

SH: What are the things from this
passage, Doc, that we substitute
for complete obedience?

LO: It would be partial obedi-
ence. We say, “I’m going to go as

go and make things right with a
certain person.

SH: Against Thee only have |
sinned.

LO: What Saul did was partial
obedience. He spared the best,
but he had a pious reason. That’s
partial obedience.

far as is convenient
for me, but when it
gets hard on me, then
I’m going to justify
not going beyond that
point.” Perhaps we
realize we need to
make something right
with a family member
or a mate, and instead
we decide to just

That would make
a tremendous
difference in our
churches...if peo-
ple would imme-
diately
respond to the

Word.

Then there’s delayed
obedience. Thatis, I’'m
going to do it, but not
now. That’s why we al-
ways emphasize that we
should obey God when
He speaks.

SH: That would make a
tremendous difference in
our churches, wouldn’t

make it right with God.

SH: And so, I’m going to make it
right with God and leave it
there....

LO: Right. I’ll go forward in
church, or I’ll get alone with God
and pray. I’ve made it right with
God, and I feel that’s all I need to
do. But then the Spirit of God
very clearly has prompted me to

it...if people would immediately
respond to the Word. We’re not
advocating getting up and disrupt-
Ing services, but the point is, that
If we don’t give immediate obedi-
ence, the chances are we’re not
going to obey at all.

LO: We could do like Saul, al-
s0...to think that our giving and
our doing is going to be a substi-
tute for obedience.
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Saul said, “Yes, | disobeyed, |

agree, but this is why | disobeyed.

| love God so much that | had to
disobey Him, because | kept the
best to sacrifice in order that we
might prove our sincerity to the
Lord. | kept the best and | kept
the king alive,” but it wasn’t
obedience. It was partial obedi-
ence.

Isaiah 1:19, says “If ye be willing
and obedient, ye shall

factor there. He’ll know the doc-
trine. He will know the truth,
whether it is of God or whether |
speak of myself.

SH: What is interesting is that in
modern circles today, that doesn’t
seem to be a note that’s sounded
very much. In other words, if we
know the doctrine, we don’t have
to obey because if you preach that
obedience brings blessing in mod-
ern churches today, you

eat the good of the
land.” Maybe you’re
willing, but have you

Isaiah 1:19 says,
“If ye be willing

could get your head
knocked off as being
some kind of a legalist.

and obedient, ye
obeyed? How many
of you are willing to shall eat the good | | (. Right. In other
obey God? How of the land.” words, if you say obedi-
many of you will obey Maybe you’re ence brings blessing,
God? willing, but have | some folks would say that

SH: Now you’re

you obeyed?

the blessing was given at
Calvary, and that is true.

meddling.

LO: If there’s something that |
have to get done, if there’s some-
thing that | have to communicate,
then | want to take care of it im-
mediately.

John 7:17, says “If any man will
do His will, he shall know of the
doctrine.” There is an obedience

Our sin, that sin matter, is
settled. But that doesn’t mean
that now, because I’m God’s
child, that I can just go on and do
anything that | want to do and still
be blessed.

In Psalm 1 it says, “Blessed is the
man” and then three negatives are
given there. Then comes the posi-
tive. He not only separates from
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these things, he is studious in
God’s truth before he becomes
steadfast and successful in Psalm
1. And so anything that hints of
“doing” is automatically called
legalism today, and we miss a lot
of what we need to be doing in the
Christian life.

And by the way, it is far more
comfortable just to settle in
academic truth then in obeying
academic truth. People love Bible
Conferences. They hate Bible
application. You can pack out a
place with a Bible teacher at a
Bible Conference, but the minute
that Bible teacher starts calling
people to obedience, the crowd
thins out, saying, “We didn’t
come here to be challenged. We
came here to be entertained, to en-
joy our academic experience.”

SH: Somebody might argue that
was just Jesus’ pre-cross teaching.
But we were talking earlier about
[l Peter |, where Peter says that
you’re to add to your faith, and he
lists seven things that you’re to
add to your faith. Then at the end
of that little segment he says that
if you’ll do these things, they will
cause you to not be barren in the

knowledge of God and the Lord
Jesus Christ. The way to get to
know God more, the way to get to
know the Lord Jesus Christ more,
Is by adding these seven things to
your faith.

LO: That is a step of obedience,
not a legalistic exercise. We
know we’re saved by grace, we
know there is nothing that we can
do that will keep us from heaven.
But when we eliminate the con-
cept of obedience, if there’s a
broken relationship between
brothers in Christ, for example,
and that is not dealt with, it is go-
ing to affect the freedom of the
Spirit in that person’s heart. It
will not affect his eternal destiny.

SH: We’ve all heard the state-
ment that the Holy Spirit could be
absent from most of our churches
and it wouldn’t affect what we do
on Sunday mornings. Most of us
would just go on with business as
usual. That’s how callused we’ve
become in this whole area of sen-
sitivity to this issue of obedience
that we’ve been talking about.

LO: This is something that cer-
tainly has to be emphasized.
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SH: Making our lives count
necessitates honesty and obedi-
ence, but it also necessitates wis-
dom. Someone defined wisdom
as the skill or ability that is gained
from God’s Word that is neces-
sary every day for living a life that
pleases God.

This is what we’re talking about
here...knowing the doctrine

the message. You told us we need
wisdom, fear, knowledge, and un-
derstanding, but you didn’t say
how to get it.” I said, “I just me-
morized a passage that answers
that.” My mind was scanning
while this man was talking, and |
went back to Proverbs 2. 1 told
him that there is a conditional
clause, “If thou wilt receive my
word” (that’s getting God’s truth

comes from obedience.
And yet, obedience is
premised on wisdom

Making our lives
count necessitates

in), “and hide” (that’s the
memorization part), and
then the reception to the

that comes from honesty and memorization, “if thou

above. obedience, wilt apply thy heart to
but it also understanding,” in other

LO: If you look in N~ words, “I hear it, now |

Proverbs 2, there is a i lean in that direction, and
wisdom.

conditional clause that

| apply it.”

begins in verse one,
“My son, if thou wilt receive and
hide...” That’s step number one.
That’s getting God’s truth in.

A while ago, | preached a mes-
sage on Proverbs 24, on building a
house. “Through wisdom is a
house built, and by understanding
it is established; and by knowl-
edge shall all the chambers be
filled with all precious and pleas-
ant riches.” A man came up af-
terwards and said, “l appreciate

SH: You actually do it.

LO: You get the truth in, then
you get the truth out, and then you
lift up and cry. Lifting up and
crying does not come until there
has been obedience. If the Holy
Spirit convicts you to go and wit-
ness to your unsaved neighbor,
you’ll find yourself praying.

Then verse 4 of that passage says,
“If you seek as silver and search

July, 2010
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as for hid treasure” — now we get
to the “down” level. I getitin, |
work it out, | lift up, then I’m dri-
ven down. Then verses 5 and 6
give the fulfillment of that, “Then
shalt thou understand the fear of
the Lord, and find the knowledge
of God...out of His mouth cometh
wisdom and understanding.”

So if I do these things, wisdom,
fear, knowledge, and understand-
Ing grow every time that cycle is
repeated. Wisdom grows, knowl-
edge grows, fear grows, under-
standing grows. And | told that
man that is how you get it.

SH: So...IN, OUT, UP, and
DOWN. That’s simple to re-
member,

4 Dr. Sam Horn, Host of
The Word For Life, and
the Senior Pastor of

% Brookside Baptist Church
B in Brookfield, Wisconsin.

LO: Igetitin, I work it out in
obedience, while obedience
causes me to be driven up in
prayer...

SH: Because I’'m struggling.

LO: Then there’s a fullness,
hungering and thirsting for more
righteousness, then there’s a seek-
ing, a searching as for silver and
hid treasure, that’s the diligence
level. It goes from an academic
function to a diligent hunger, and
then these four elements are added
to our lives in Proverbs 4.

SH: That’s a nugget that every
one of our listeners can apply to-
day right out of Proverbs 2.

Dr. Les Ollila, Co-host of
The Word For Life, and the
Chancellor of Northland
International University in
Dunbar, Wisconsin.
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We are so thankful for those of you who have made it part of your lives
to join us for The Word For Life radio broadcasts. We invite you to go
to our website, www.thewordforlife.org, where you can download past
daily and weekend broadcasts, as well as previous editions of Truth
Talk. Our desire is to continue to spread the Word of God to a needy
world, helping folks live a God-centered, truth-driven life.

Following is a testimony from one of our listeners:

Dr. O. and Pastor Sam...thank you so very much for your radio
broadcast, The Word for Life. 1 have gained so much wisdom
and knowledge from listening, and I can’t imagine being with-
out this wonderful program.

I appreciate the time and effort that you put into the broadcast.
Again, thank you. — Ellen, Wisconsin
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