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From Rabbi Michael G. Kohn

At services a few weeks ago, on Shabbat Bo, I spoke about the Israelites’ crying for help, which resulted in the plagues and, ultimately, their freedom from slavery and escape from Egypt. And while we cannot expect G-d to answer each and every cry for help, the parashah taught a lesson that help surely doesn’t come if we don’t seek it. Many of us need rides, someone to pick up some meat in West Hartford, a visit when we are ill or lonely, an extra couple of dollars for food or heat, or a variety of other tasks — some small, others a bit larger. Yet, we do not call the synagogue and ask for help. Perhaps it is because we are embarrassed to do so. Perhaps it is because we do not wish to inconvenience anyone else with our problem. Or, perhaps, there is another reason. A congregation is a community and communities support one another. It is a mitzvah — a Jewish commandment — to help others in need — and our members want to fulfill that mitzvah. PLEASE do not hesitate to call and ask. We are here to help and we will hold your request in our confidence.

Courtesy

On Shabbat morning, many members leave the sanctuary after the conclusion of the service and head to the social hall for kiddush. Others stop to greet and chat with friends and this creates a dilemma. If I wait to begin kiddush until everyone makes his or her way to the social hall I am inconveniencing those who have been waiting for several minutes with their wine cups in hand. If I start when I arrive, I deprive others of the communal blessings. I ask that all make his or her way to the social hall without stopping for a conversation. I shall wait a minute or two before beginning. There will be plenty of time to greet and chat with friends after the blessings. Similarly, when we have a meal, if I wait for everyone to finish eating before beginning Birkhat HaMazon (Grace after Meals), we often lose a minyan, but if I don’t wait and people spend time chatting before getting their food, we are singing as they have just sat down to eat. Please try and stay until we have said Birkhat and please get your food and then sit down to eat and chat. This way, everyone can enjoy his or her meal, a conversation with friends and the communal blessings that end the Shabbat meal.

Bikur Holim

One of the most important mitzvot that a Jew (and especially a Rabbi) can perform is bikur holim — visiting the sick. Because of privacy laws, hospitals and nursing homes will not notify a synagogue when one of its congregants has been admitted or the patient’s condition has changed. If you or one of your loved ones is hospitalized, or bedridden, either in a nursing home, or at home, and you would like me to come and visit, please call the office and let me or Linda know. Some people become concerned when the rabbi shows up unexpectedly. So, even though a congregant may have mentioned that someone is ill, hospitalized, or in a rehabilitation facility, it is important that you, or your loved one notify the office, so I can fulfill this important mitzvah.

Being hospitalized, in rehabilitation facilities, or confined to their homes can be a very lonely and frightening time. A visit from a fellow member often brightens their day. Temple B’nai Abraham has a new bikur holim committee. We are about to schedule a training session. If you are interested in participating, please contact me or Debbie Kaye.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FEBRUARY 2011
1 Tuesday

4:00 PM Religious School

2 Wednesday

7:00 PM Synagogue Skills Class: 

Leading the Service

3 Thursday

8:00 AM Morning Minyan

4 Friday

6:30 PM Shabbat Evening Services

5 Saturday

9:30 AM Shabbat Morning Services

9:45 AM Jr. Congregation

6 Sunday

9:30 AM Religious School

9:30 AM Jewry Duty

10:15 AM Education Meeting

8 Tuesday

4:00 PM Religious School

9 Wednesday
7:00 PM Synagogue Skills Class:

Torah/Haftorah/Megillah

10 Thursday

8:00 AM Morning Minyan

7:00 PM Ritual Committee Meeting

11 Friday

6:30 PM Shabbat Evening Services

12 Saturday

9:30 AM Shabbat Morning Services

13 Sunday

9:30 AM Religious School

9:30 AM Jewry Duty

10:30 AM Adult Education Series:

Mishneh Torah – The first true code of Jewish Law, written by R. Moshe ben Maimon, Maimonides, or the Rambam, and how commentaries on this work led to the later codes.

15 Tuesday

4:00 PM Religious School

16 Wednesday

7:00 PM Synagogue Skills Class:

Leading the Services

17 Thursday

8:00 AM Morning Minyan

18 Friday

6:30 PM Family Shabbat Services

19 Saturday

9:30 AM Shabbat Morning Services

20 Sunday

No Religious School and No Jewry Duty

22 Tuesday

No Religious School

23 Wednesday

7:00 PM Synagogue Skills Class:

Torah/Haftorah/Megillah

24 Thursday

8:00 AM Morning Minyan

7:30 PM Board of Directors’ Meeting

25 Friday

6:30 PM Shabbat Evening Services

26 Saturday

9:30 AM Shabbat Morning Services

7:00 PM Military Whist Card Party

27 Sunday

No Religious School and No Jewry Duty

1:00 PM Family Bowling 

From the President’s Corner:
Shalom,

2011 is here, and we leave behind the first decade of the new millennium.  Instead of the Y2K disruptions that were predicted for the year 2000, communication by electronic means has exploded.  Faxes and emails are becoming like the 8-track cassettes of 40 years ago (yes it was that long ago).  Instead even Grandparents know how to text message and Skype.  They have to if they want to keep in touch with the family.  Cell phones have become lifelines, since it seems no one can go anywhere without them.  (Except to shul on Shabbat).  

It has taken some time to figure out what TBA needed in terms of a website and how best to achieve our goal to keep pace with other synagogues and increase our presence in the community in the electronic age, but it has finally occurred.  Like runners in a relay race, those in the congregation with the talent, skills and ideas, have worked together and passed the baton from one to another.  Jay Weiss started the project and later handed it over to Dave Korman, who took things to the next level and really got it off the ground.  He and Rabbi Kohn have many ideas about what to do with the website next but they have come up with some great stuff so far.  We now have links to our Temple calendar, descriptions of events, wonderful photos of our shul and it is not over yet.  It is a work in progress and very exciting.  If there are things you would like to see on the website or ideas, please let me, Rabbi, Linda or Dave Korman know.  Your feedback is important.

Also, we are looking for a publicity chairperson.  Anyone interested in promoting TBA please let someone in the office or on the board of directors know.  We need to get the word out about TBA and what we have to offer!

Warm Regards,

Deborah
New Website 
Have you seen our website?  It is:

NEW

IMPROVED

CONTINUALLY UPDATED

The site location is:
www.meridentemple.org
Please save this as a bookmark and check it often.  The Temple monthly newsletter (The Scribe) will be on it, the current calendar, and any changes due to weather will be put on the “home page”.  
Please check us out and let us know what you think.  We would like to have both positive and negative thoughts.  Just click on the “contact us” heading.  Be sure to check out each heading and drag the mouse down for additional sub-topics.

Oh No! More Winter?  [image: image3.jpg]



Looks like Mother Nature may not be finished with bringing us a white winter.  Please be advised that there are now several ways to find out if school, services, Jewry Duty, Thursday morning Minyan, or a meet has been canceled.
1. Tuesday – Religious School – if Meriden schools are canceled or have an early dismissal, then school is canceled.

2. Thursday – If the Meriden schools are canceled or have a delayed opening, then minyan is canceled.
3. Sunday – (this is for School and/or Jewry Duty) – If it is bad weather or questionable, please call the Temple office after 8:00 AM to listen to the message.  Or you may go to the Temple’s new website at www.meridentemple.org to check for all important messages.  They will be on the home page.
4. Friday Night, Saturday Morning, or a meeting – a message will be left on the office machine as soon as a decision has been made and will also be on the Temple website.  
Again, we will try to have the information on the office machine (203-235-2581), Temple website (www.meridentemple.org), and the television as soon as the decision is made. We list on channel 3 (WFSB), 8 (WTNH), and 30 (WNBC).
As always, use your best judgment.  We may not cancel something, but 
if you are hesitant to drive in the snow, please stay home and stay safe.
Hadassah News:

At age 84 on 13 February 1944, Henrietta Szold died at the Rothschild Hadassah University Hospital.  Her funeral was attended by some of the tens of thousands of Youth Aliyah children whose lives she had touched, as well as countless others whose lives she changed and re-charged.

Sadly, she did not see the end of World War II; more sadly, she did not see the creation of the State of Israel or witness the pain and joy of its birth.  But, she laid a rock-solid foundation for us; for the future of the organization; for education in the infant state; and a health plan which would be prepared to meet the post war needs of Palestine’s people and an “anticipated flood of war refugees.”

More important the actions which her dreams demanded continued despite enormous responsibilities toppling over one another.  Hadassah, in 1945, at war’s end with the American Friends of Hebrew University began a $4 million fundraising campaign to build the Hebrew University – Hadassah School of Medicine. 

Hadassah made success happen; Hadassah 100 years (almost) from its beginning makes success happen.  Remember you can now become a Life Member for only $100.  Please contact either Michelle (203-272-8110) or Linda (203-235-2581).  This special rate is good through 2011.  Don’t miss out! Don’t wait too long!

vnhka vtupr
Betsy Jacobs

Joan Goodman

Auxiliary News:

Fourteen people attended the Auxiliary’s Duck Pin Bowling event at Cheshire‘s Highland Bowl.  The evening began with a fun, semi-competitive  two hour stint of bowling,  followed by coffee and dessert at my home.  Although no one can boast pro status, there were a few of us who did consistently well at knocking down the pins, while the rest of us helped keep the gutters dust free.  The assorted goodies and relaxed conversation made for a wonderful end to a fun event.  Thank you to those who attended and continue to support the Auxiliary and our  planned activities.

If you weren’t able to make our Duck Pin Event, don’t worry….you have another chance to show us your bowling skills.  Sunday, February 27th we will hold our Family Bowling Event at Colony Lanes in Wallingford.  This fun afternoon will feature two hours of bowling, shoe rental, pizza and soda.  Don’t have a family who is able to join you, come anyway…there is more than enough room in our Temple B’Nai Abraham Family for you!!  We would love for you to come out and spend the afternoon with us.  Please call the temple office (203-235-2581) to make your reservation.  

If you haven’t made your reservation for the Military Whist, please do so now.  This semi-annual event is scheduled for Saturday, February 26th.  You don’t want to miss out on this fun filled evening, so call me at 203-630-1947 as Linda will be on vacation!!! .  Just a consideration for those of us who have children, for an extra $10 your child could come with you to the Whist and watch movies with other children.  A baby-sitter will be hired to supervise the children and snacks and dessert will be provided.  If you are interested in the babysitting,  please let me know when you make your reservation.

Purim is coming up next month.  The Auxiliary is again offering you the opportunity to show everyone how much you care about them.   You can do this by purchasing a Shalach Manot Box for all of your friends and family.  This decorative box, filled with delicious edible treats is a symbol of your love and devotion.  The act of giving is a mitzvah and part of this holiday’s tradition.  Please don’t let this opportunity to share your love, while supporting your synagogue go by.  Order forms are provided in this Scribe.  Please complete the form and return it to the temple office with your check made out to TBA Auxiliary.

Stay warm and be safe,

Susan Massicott

Mazal Tov – 
To Elayne and Barry Koslow on the birth of their granddaughter Leah Harkavy.

Happy Anniversary to our couples celebrating an anniversary during February:

14th – Roz & Barry Radin

Happy Birthday to our members celebrating a birthday during the month of February:

  3rd – Eleanor Denenberg


  4th – Michele Radin


  9th – Linda Caplan


14th – Fellis Jordan


17th – Allen Caplan


20th – Antonio Ieraci


22nd – Sherry Stekloff


25th – Lesley Chidekel


27th – Marcia Grossman


27th – Samuel Rieger

Happy Birthday to our next generation:


  2nd – Ben Steele


  8th – Lindsey Jacobs


  8th – Robert Massicott


15th – Dylan Miller
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Family Bowling

Sunday, February 27th
1:00 PM

Brunswick Colony Lanes

Wallingford

Big Pins, Big Ball, Big Fun!!!

Cost just $12 a person which includes:

shoe rental, 
2 hours of bowling, pizza and soda.

Lane bumpers will be available

for those who need them.

Call the temple office (203-235-2581) 

to make your reservation.
Military Whist Card Party

Saturday, February 26th 
7:00 PM

Come and enjoy an evening of card playing, conversation, snacks 

and delicious desserts at Temple B’nai Abraham.

Bring your friends and family members to this Bi-Annual Event.

We will teach you this very easy and enjoyable game.

Win prizes (first and last place tables)

Come with a partner or a bring a full table or two

(4 players to a table)

Please call the Sue Massicott (203-630-1947) by

Wednesday, February 23rd to reserve a table.

Linda will be on vacation so Sue will take the reservations.
Also, please let us know if you can bring your own bridge table.

Admission: $10 per person

Babysitting will be provided at $10 per child

A 50/50 raffle will be held
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Purim is coming!  Purim is Coming!

The B’nai Abraham Auxiliary is offering a unique service as a fund-raiser for the Purim holiday.
We will help you to fulfill the mitzvah of “Shalach Manot”
(an assortment of edible treats sent to your friends and family).

For a donation of $5 for the first box, and $3 for each additional box, you can leave the preparation to us.  Recipients may pick up their box at Temple B’nai Abraham beginning Friday, March 18th 9:00 – 2:30; Saturday, March 19th (at Purim Service) 8:00; Sunday, March 20th 9:30 – 12:30.  We can ship boxes to your friends, family, and business associates anywhere in the U.S. for an additional fee of $5.00 per box to cover the postage.

The order form is on the next page.  Please return the form and your check by Sunday, March 13th, 
payable and sent to:

B’nai Abraham Auxiliary





127 East Main Street





Meriden, CT 06450

OR you may drop the form and your check off at the Temple office.

PLEASE RETURN ALL FORMS & CHECKS BY SUNDAY, MARCH 13, 2011.
Please note:

1. In the case of duplicate orders, only one box will be sent.  All persons sending boxes will be acknowledged.

2. If you would like to send a box to anyone who sends one to you, please check off the RECIPROCATE box at the bottom of the order form.  Checking off the RECIPROCATE box indicates that you agree to assume responsibility for payment of the extra boxes before delivery.  We will bill you the amount owed. 

You can have automatic reciprocity for just $12 with a minimum order of $30.  Otherwise the cost is $5 per box.
For additional information, or if you wish to help assemble and/or deliver boxes, please call Susan Massicott at 630-1947.
Please Return Order Form by March 13th 
From: ________________________________________

To: 
B’nai Abraham Auxiliary

______________________________________________


127 East Main Street

______________________________________________


Meriden, CT 06450

Shalach Manot Order Form

_________________________________________________________________________________
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Name




Address



Box Fee
Shipping 













Fee*

1.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
5.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
6.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
7.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
8.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
9.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
10.---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
11.----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

_________________________________________________________________________________

Additional names may be added.
I can not participate, but I wish to make a donation.
___________________________










Totals _____________________

* Shipping Fee: $5.00 per box



Make checks payable to:










B’nai Abraham Auxiliary
_____
Check here if you wish to reciprocate and will


All items Kosher - Dairy


assume responsibility for payment before delivery.

Hamantaschen – Pareve
Yahrzeits during the month of February

	Feb. 1
	Oscar Muravnick

	
	Simon Friedman

	
	David Levine

	
	Tillie Fine

	
	Robert Schupack

	
	Arthur Weiner

	Feb. 2
	Gerald Resnick

	
	Charles Muravnick

	
	Abraham Lapides

	Feb. 3
	Samuel Miller

	
	Bernard Levitt

	
	Hannah Klamkin

	
	Avraham Kirchheimer

	
	Rachella Rose Kay

	
	Jack Greenberg

	
	Jeffrey Gordon

	Feb. 4
	Rachel Horn

	
	Pauline Gerstenblatt

	
	Sarah T. Friedman

	
	Shirley Lee

	Feb. 5
	Lucy White

	
	Rose Gold

	
	Fannie Levine

	
	Harry Zaientz

	
	Benjamin Hozer

	
	Lillian Deutsch

	
	Joseph Barker

	Feb. 6
	Harry Grossman

	
	Abraham White

	
	Milton Kalmanowitz

	
	Isaac Dressler

	
	Jennie Opinsky

	Feb. 7
	Mildred Edelson

	
	Jack Bernstein

	
	Ida Feinberg

	
	Arthur Landsberg

	Feb. 8
	Anne Weinberg

	Feb. 9
	Joseph Muravnick

	
	Frances Steinfeld

	
	Edith Zaientz

	
	Charles Emple

	Feb. 10
	William Israel

	
	Cindy Lee Frank

	
	Geraldine Kahn

	
	Arnold Cohen

	
	Jacob Hirsch

	Feb. 11
	Benjamin Pollack

	
	Nelda Greengas

	
	Jack Small

	
	Joseph Rachels

	Feb. 12
	Yetta Friedman

	
	Lillian Harris

	
	Mary Zudekoff

	Feb. 13
	John Blume

	
	Abraham Grossman

	Feb. 14
	Gussie Shapiro

	
	Edward Apfelbaum

	
	Murray Lopez

	
	Irene Hopenhajm

	Feb. 15
	Norman Bogatz

	
	Edward Perry

	
	Michael Levin

	Feb. 16
	Samuel Greenblatt

	
	Jacob Weiss

	
	Sidney Kahn

	
	Rebecca Lurie

	Feb. 17
	Max White

	
	Israel Feinberg

	
	Ann Shapiro

	
	Bertha Kunkes

	Feb. 18
	Eunice Gordon

	
	Harry Gordon

	Feb. 19
	Elliot DuBrow

	
	Esther Levine

	Feb. 20
	Eva Bittman

	
	Nathan Pell

	
	Ruth Jacobs

	
	Ralph Kohn

	Feb. 21
	Sarah Abrams

	
	Harry Meisel

	
	Eva Ziskis

	
	Louis Zwillinger

	Feb. 22
	Jeremy Avram Shweky

	Feb. 23
	Fannie Fightlin

	
	Dr. Irving Katz

	
	Joseph Silverstein

	
	Sarah Friedman

	
	Philip Rosenthal

	
	Jules Grossman

	
	Ralph Burwick

	
	Louis Lurie

	
	Miriam Cooperman

	
	Nathan Weinstein

	Feb. 24
	Adele Messinger

	Feb. 25
	Molly Helper

	
	Rachel Rosenthal

	
	Shirley Stuart

	Feb. 26
	Herman Messinger

	
	Anna Cherniack

	
	Abraham Cheerman

	
	Merwin Zuckerman

	
	Marshall Cooper

	Feb. 27
	Dorothy Miller

	
	Sima Kalmanowitz

	
	Tessie Cherniack

	
	Abraham Goldberg

	Feb. 28
	Bessie Epstein

	
	Yehudi Lenzner


A Candle or Yahrzeit Light should be lit at sundown the night before these dates.

Tzedakah to perpetuate the memory of a loved one is a Mitzvah.  Your contribution to the Yahrzeit Fund would be greatly appreciated.


vcr vsu, - THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS TO OUR VARIOUS FUNDS
Yahrzeit Fund: In Memory of:

Anita Bernstein by the Bernstein & Eisner
     Families

Harry Goodman by Richard Goodman

Betty Goodman by Dottie & David Elkin

Isaac Jack Goodman by Dottie & David Elkin

Fanny Byer by Dottie & David Elkin

Max Byer by Dottie & David Elkin

Sadie Elkin by Dottie & David Elkin

Samuel Elkin by Dottie & David Elkin

Charles Muravnick by Barbara Muravnick

The Rischall, Koster, Bittman & Silverman
     Families by Cindy, Phil & Morris Rischall

General Temple Fund

A donation by Mark Pasik.

In Memory of Alan Katten by Natalie & Morty Langner.
Get Well Wishes to Rick Grossman by Ruth & Sherwin Borsuk.

Get Well Wishes to Risa Zierler by Ruth & Sherwin Borsuk.

Get Well Wishes to David Korman by Ruth & Sherwin Borsuk.

Get Well Wishes to David Nemeth by Ruth & Sherwin Borsuk.

In Memory of Leon Kruk by Susan Croog.

Get Well Wishes to Barry Koslow by Susan Croog.

In Memory of Leon Kruk by Lucy Kruk.

The following donations were made by Jean & Marc Nemeth:

Get Well Wishes to Risa Zierler
Get Well Wishes to Rick Grossman
Get Well Wishes to David Korman
Get Well Wishes to Jon Palley
Mazal  Tov to Natalie & Lenny 

    Cheerman, on Andy & Heidi’s 

     marriage

In Memory of Alan Katten
Get Well Wishes to Risa Zierler by Elayne & Barry Koslow.

Torah Restoration Fund

In Memory of Leon Kruk by Ruth & Sherwin Borsuk.

Best Wishes to Elsie Risch, on her birthday, by the Kirchheimer family.

In Memory of Alan Mark Katten by Atty. E. Jack Shorr.

In Memory of Alan Katten by Sanford & Flora Shorr.

In Honor of Barry Koslow by Sanford & Flora Shorr.

Get Well Wishes to Risa Zierler by Debbie Broadley.
Mazal Tov to Debbie Kaye, on her new job, by Debbie Broadley.

William Smith Memorial Fund

In Honor of Natalie & Lenny Cheerman, on the recent marriage of Andy and Heidi, by Marianne Smith.

Sarah Zietz Pierson Scholarship Fund

A donation by Ronald Margolin.

Harris Library 

Wishing a Speedy Recovery to Risa Zierler by Sanford & Flora Shorr.

Mazal Tov to Natalie & Lenny Cheerman by Sanford & Flora Shorr.

Mazal Tov to Ruth Kahn on the birth of Jack Wood, by Sanford & Flora Shorr.

Mazal Tov to Julie Liseo, on the birth of Jack Wood, by Sanford & Flora Shorr.
Gary I. Limon Memorial Book Fund

Get Well Wishes to Dottie Levine by Estelle Kosofsky.
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