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Psalm 119 – The Word for Life!   
 

Holding Fast to the Hand that Holds Us 
Stanza 15 – Verses 113-120 

 
I hate the double-minded, but I love Your law.  

 

You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope in Your word.  
 

Depart from me, you evildoers, for I will keep the commandments  
of my God!  

 

Uphold me according to Your word, that I may live; and do  
not let me be ashamed of my hope. 

 

Hold me up, and I shall be safe, and I shall observe Your statutes  
continually.  

 

You reject all those who stray from Your statutes, for their deceit  
is falsehood.  

 

You put away all the wicked of the earth like dross; therefore  
I love Your testimonies.  

 
My flesh trembles for fear of You, And I am afraid of Your 
 judgments. 
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T R U T H  T A L K 
                          Holding Fast to the Hand that Holds Us                                           

 
 
 
Without question, Psalm 119 
stands in the Old Testament as a 
stellar example of a highly struc-
tured, intricately designed piece of 
Hebrew poetry.  Contemporary 
English readers may not initially 
appreciate the impact of that 
statement, primarily because of 
our understanding of the nature 
and use of poetry in communica-
tion.  Most of us think of poetry 
primarily as a creative way to in-
troduce and express emotion and 
feeling in the communication 
process.  Furthermore, our under-
standing of what constitutes  
poetry tends to entail either rhyme 
or meter (a sort of literary 
rhythm).   

 
However, for the Hebrew-
speaking reader, biblical poetry 
had a very different feel and 
served a very different function.  
For example, Hebrew poetry does 
not “feel” the same way as  

 
 
 
English poetry.  Rhyme or meter 
has almost no meaningful place in 
the structure of biblical poetry.  
Additionally, Hebrew poetry (es-
pecially when used by biblical 
writers) serves a different function 
– the expression and emphasis of 
ideas rather than feelings or emo-
tions.  Through the use of care-
fully constructed literary para-
graphs, the writer expressed or 
emphasized important truths and 
made them attractive and accessi-
ble to his reader. 

 
Psalm 119 is one of the more in-
tricate and complex examples of 
both the form and function of  
Hebrew poetry.  The twenty-two 
stanzas comprising the psalm are 
arranged in groups of eight verses, 
and each stanza is identified by a 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  
This structure is a poetic device 
known as an acrostic.  Even more 
amazing is that the first word of 
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each line in each stanza opens 
with a word that starts with the 
letter assigned to that stanza. 

 
Clearly, someone invested a great 
deal of time and energy in con-
structing the psalm.  This  
arrangement speaks to the inten-
tionality of the author as well as to 
the importance of his message.  
Additionally, the psalm may have 
been structured in this way in  
order to aid the reader in retaining 
and recalling its message.   

 
The big message being communi-
cated by the psalmist has to do 
with walking the way of God’s 
Word.  More specifically, the ad-
vantage of such a walk, require-
ments for success, and what the 
pilgrim will experience during the 
journey.  Each stanza contributes 
some important truth related to 
this theme in order to better pre-
pare readers who desire to follow 
the same path trod by this pilgrim. 

 
By the time we get to this stanza, 
our pilgrim is well past the half-
way point in the journey.  We 
have noted that the psalm traces 
his journey progressively.  How-
ever, we have also noted that from 

time to time, the experiences of an 
earlier stanza are repeated in a  
later stanza with greater intensity.  
Decisions made early on in the 
journey are tested again and again 
under new or more intense cir-
cumstances.  Earlier observations 
are confirmed in later stanzas.  
Former commitments are re-
affirmed, and new appeals are 
made as the journey gets progres-
sively more difficult.   

 
In all of this, our psalmist’s pas-
sion for walking the way of the 
Word has not diminished, nor has 
his commitment decreased.  If  
anything, it has intensified, along 
with the intensification of the dif-
ficulty of the path.  No longer is it 
the starry-eyed aspiration of an 
untried youth or untested novice.  
Rather, it is the deep-seated affir-
mation of a man who has been 
tested by life’s storms and, though 
bruised and battered, he remains 
even more firmly resolved to re-
main on the path! 

 
Early on in the journey, his con-
versation was filled with either 
wonderful resolutions of all that 
he aspired to do for God or des-
perate pleas for help, as the diffi-
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culty of the journey began to take 
its toll.  However, though our pil-
grim is the same individual speak-
ing to us now, he is not the same 
person.  He has grown in the jour-
ney, and the journey has strength-
ened him and made him wiser, 
stronger, and more resilient.  Con-
sequently, even though the path is 
much more difficult at this stage 
in the journey, our pilgrim walks 
with a strength and confidence 
born out of the journey that was 
not present when he started out on 
the pathway.  
 
 
 
I. His Settled Commitment             
(vv. 113-114): 

 
 
I hate the double-minded, but 
I love Your law.  You are my 
hiding place and my shield; I 
hope in Your word. 
 

 
By now our pilgrim has formed a 
fixed and unflinching response to 
those who oppose him on the 
path.  He has clearly defined feel-
ings about what he rejects and 
what he embraces and is not 

afraid to state them boldly.  He 
has not time or room for those 
who vacillate on the path.  The 
idea of being “double-minded” is 
not primarily that a person is in-
decisive or unable to make firm 
decisions.  Very often a “double-
minded” man has reached very 
firm and settled decisions that re-
sult in his “double-mindedness.”   

 
Being double-minded in the 
Scripture has to do primarily with 
the loyalty of one’s heart or mind.  
A double-minded heart is a  
divided heart that is giving loyalty 
or allegiance that exclusively be-
longs to someone to another.  A 
double-minded person is one who 
walks on the path but gives loy-
alty and allegiance to those who 
are walking in the other direction.  
Our pilgrim has no truck with 
such a traveler.  Instead, his loy-
alty is devoted exclusively to God 
and to His Law! 

 
Hating in this context is not pri-
marily expressing an emotion of 
the heart as much as the decisive 
orientation and direction of one’s 
heart and life.  Many travelers on 
the path have not oriented them-
selves exclusively toward God 
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and are not fully and whole-
heartedly committed to shaping 
and conforming their lives to 
God’s Torah. 
 
Often such individuals divide 
their loyalty in order to obtain a 
perceived benefit.  One important 
benefit a traveler might need on 
the path is that of provision or 
protection.  While others might 
walk the way of the Word and 
look to other things for provision 
or protection, our pilgrim refuses 
to divide his heart.  Instead, he 
boldly casts his lot with God.  
God alone is his “hiding place” or 
his shelter or refuge.  God alone is 
his “shield” or protection.  If God 
fails in either case, all is lost!   
 
What was the difference between 
our pilgrim and his double-
minded fellow travelers?  Simply 
put, he confidently trusted in what 
God said, whereas they did not.  
He walked by faith in God’s 
Word; they walked by sight.   
 
Each of us must make the same 
choice.   Will we orient our feet 
by faith or by sight?  Will we  
divide our heart and turn away 
from God’s Law when He seems 

to have forgotten us?  Who or 
what will then be our trust?  God 
can and will be our provision and 
protection – but only when we 
commit exclusively to His Word! 
 
 
 
II. His Bold Declaration (v. 
115):  

 

 

 Depart from me, you evildo-
ers, for I will keep the com-
mandments of my God! 
 
 

It is one thing to make internal, 
private commitments to remain 
loyal to God.  It is quite another to 
declare those decisions boldly in 
the midst of disloyal men.  This is 
not the first time the psalmist has 
interacted with us or with God 
about wicked people he has en-
countered on the path.  Through-
out the psalm, he has shared his 
feelings toward these men with 
us, the readers.  Frequently he has 
spoken to God about them, as 
well.  However, this is the first 
time in the psalm that our pilgrim 
addresses the evildoers directly.  
And there is no question or hesita-
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tion when he speaks – he does not 
stutter when he rebukes them 
boldly and openly.  “Depart from 
me – you doers of evil!” 
 
At some point in our journey, 
each of us must come to the place 
where we personally, decisively, 
openly, and permanently cast our 
lot with God and against those 
who work evil in His sight.   
 
Not only is the psalmist clear in 
his separation from those who are 
committed evil-doers, he is clear 
in his commitment to keeping and 
obeying God’s commandments.  
For the psalmist, separation is 
both from something and to some-
thing.  He is separated from those 
who reject God, and to that which 
God has commanded!  And what 
has been internalized and ex-
pressed to God and to us up to this 
point in the psalm is now openly 
professed and boldly proclaimed 
to those evildoers themselves. 
 
 
III. His Continual Dependence 
(vv. 116-117) 

 

Uphold me according to 
Your word, that I may live; 

and do not let me be 
ashamed of my hope.  Hold 
me up, and I shall be safe, 
and I shall observe Your sta-
tutes continually. 
 
 

Such bold proclamations have real 
life consequences.  This the psal-
mist knows only too well.  And so 
he appeals to God for sustenance 
and security in light of his bold 
declaration.  This is really the 
heart of the stanza – an appeal for 
God to hold up the pilgrim who 
has held on to God! 

 
In verse 116 he cries out for  
Divine sustainment on the basis 
that God has promised such in His 
Word to those who hold on to 
Him!  The psalmist has put all his 
eggs in this one basket – what 
God’s Word has said, God would 
do for those who trust in Him.  He 
beseeches God that his confidence 
would not let him down. 
 
But what will prop up our trav-
eler’s heart as he waits for God’s 
reply?  None other than God Him-
self.  Just as boldly and confi-
dently as he addressed his ene-
mies, the psalmist now addresses 
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God.  When speaking to his ene-
mies, the psalmist boldly and un- 
ashamedly made statements that 
put him past the point of no re-
turn.  Once his bold statement was 
made, there was no longer any 
possibility of fellowship or secu-
rity among the double-minded.  In 
the same way, our psalmist makes 
a bold declaration to God from 
which there is no turning back.  If 
God, to whom our psalmist is 
holding so firmly, does not hold 
him up, there will be no hope for 
our pilgrim.   

 
His confidence is expressed in the 
form of a further commitment to 
observe God’s statutes continu-
ally.  This is both a confident ex-
pectation that God will indeed 
hold him up, and he will be 
around to continue rendering  
obedience to God, as well as the  
articulation of his desire for God’s 
protection – so that he might con-
tinue to give obedience to God’s 
statutes. 

 
What ought to strike each of us is 
that the psalmist is not making a 
“deal” with God, in which he 
promises obedience for protection 
or provision.  He is not dickering 

with Deity, as we are so prone to 
do when facing difficulty or trial.  
His heart is oriented to obey, and 
his desire is to have opportunity to 
continue rendering such obedi-
ence to God.  He has cast his en-
tire lot on the Word he has come 
to love to obey.  His appeal to 
God is based squarely on God’s 
statements contained in that 
Word.  His confidence is in the 
Word and what it reveals about 
God, rather than in some obedi-
ence promised to God, but only if 
He delivers. 

 
 
 

IV. His Consistent Observation 
/ Conviction (vv. 118-119) 

 
 
 You reject all those who 
stray from Your statutes, for 
their deceit is falsehood.  
You put away all the wicked 
of the earth like dross; there-
fore I love Your testimonies. 

 
 
Now our pilgrim reveals the basis 
for his bold declaration in verse 
115 – God’s settled response  
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toward those very men described 
earlier as evildoers and here as 
those who “stray from His  
statutes.”  His decision to separate 
from certain people was based on 
what he knew about God’s re-
sponse to those who set their heart 
to intentionally stray from His 
stated will.  Straying in verse 118 
is intentional and willful, as  
opposed to accidental or uninten-
tional.  Those being described are 
men who have intentionally re-
jected God’s stated directives and 
have willfully and repeatedly  
refused to obey what God has 
clearly mandated. 
 
God’s settled response to such 
men is to reject them!  As they 
have turned and spurned His 
Word, so now He spurns and re-
jects them.  Deceit in this context 
is not merely spoken lies, but  
rather a disloyal life that is fun-
damentally false.  This is particu-
larly the case when the person in 
question claims to be a follower 
of God! 
 
The psalmist further observes that 
not only does God reject such 
people; He removes them from 
His presence like a smelter would 

remove dross from the precious 
metal being smelted.   
 
In light of the awesome and awful 
reality awaiting those who are 
double-minded, the psalmist de-
termines not to be numbered 
among them.  Such individuals 
are marked by an intentional wan-
dering from God’s statutes.  
Therefore, the psalmist declares 
his determination that his life be 
marked by the opposite trait – a 
deep and abiding love for God’s 
testimonies! 
 
 
V. His Personal Response (v.   
120) 

 
 
My flesh trembles for fear of 
You, and I am afraid of Your 
judgments. 
 
 

As the stanza draws to a close, the 
psalmist ends with a surprising 
statement – one in which he con-
fesses a deep fear of God and for 
His judgments.  This statement is 
surprising, because the stanza 
opened with the psalmist profess-
ing his deep love and affection for 
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God and for His Word.  How can 
these two strong emotions dwell 
compatibly in the same heart at 
the same time? 

 
Interestingly, the Bible makes a 
strong correlation between love 
and fear, especially when God and 
His Word are the objects of these 
emotions.  In other words, not  
only are these emotions compati-
ble with each other, they are in-
dispensible components to loving 
God properly and living for Him 
acceptably. 

 
A healthy balance of love and fear 
are necessary for a proper life ori-
entation toward God that  

results in healthy, biblical obedi-
ence rendered in the right way and 
for the right reason. 

 
 

Conclusion 
 
What does love for God look like 
when properly balanced by fear of 
God?  How would you spot it in 
your own life?  It looks like a life 
of balanced obedience that sides 
with God in all matters.  It looks 
like a life that holds fast to God 
and to Him alone.  It is displayed 
in exclusive loyalty to God and to 
His Word.  God holds us up when 
we hold on to Him in this way! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Dr. Sam Horn is the featured teacher and Host of The Word For Life, Senior 
Pastor of Brookside Baptist Church in Brookfield, Wisconsin, and Vice President of 
Ministerial Training at Northland International University in Dunbar, Wisconsin. 
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N E W   B O O K   R E L E A S E ! 
GOD’S  GLORY IN CLAY POTS 

 
 
 

       
 
 God’s Glory in Clay Pots is the first book in our Truth Talk Series and 
includes an audio MP3 disc of the six original Radio Series discussions 
between Dr. Les Ollila and Pastor Sam Horn which were the inspiration 
for this new book.  Order your copy today – individual copies are avail-
able for $15.60, which includes shipping and handling within the conti-
nental United States. 
 

Why do we sometimes suffer?  
 
One of the most irresistible and unforget-
table ways that this truth is presented in 
Scripture is via the metaphor of clay pots.  
Join Drs. Les Ollila and Sam Horn as 
they unpack this metaphor and, in the 
process, help us gain new insight into the 
reason we are here and why we may 
sometimes suffer.    
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H O W  G O D  C H O O S E S  A  L E A D E R 
                                                                                      Life is a Vapor – Part 8 
 
Join Pastor Sam Horn (SH) and Dr. Les Ollila (LO) for a discussion that 
originally aired on THE WORD FOR LIFE. 

 
SH:  We are continuing our dis-
cussion, attempting to answer the 
question that James set forth for 
us in the fourth chapter of his let-
ter when he asked the question, 
“What is life?”  He summed it up 
as a vapor that appears for a little 
while and vanishes away.  We 
talked a little about how we make 
that vapor count by being the kind 
of person that can live the dream 
that God has set forth for us.  We 
studied the life of Joseph and saw 
an Old Testament character who 
was able to live out his dream.  
We also talked about Lot, a man 
who didn't live out his dream, who 
had every advantage and yet blew 
it.  As we studied the life of Lot, 
we noted that he made some  
tragic mistakes – the same mis-
takes that often plague us.  I have 
a question for you this morning.  
We talked about Lot and we  

 
talked about Joseph, but as we 
study the Scriptures, there does  
seem to be an interesting thing 
about the way God chooses His 
leaders.  I'm curious – what do 
you think was the secret to  
David's being chosen?  Why did 
God choose him? 
 
LO:  Well, it's interesting, Dr. 
Horn, to see that he wasn't chosen 
from human capability.  His own 
father overlooked him when Sam-
uel came to anoint the next king.  
And so, we see in I Samuel, chap-
ter 16, that his choosing was con-
trary to human reason.  It was not 
the reasonable choice.  In fact, 
Eliab seemed to have all of the 
physical attributes of leadership.  
He was the oldest, yet we find out 
later that he was the one who was 
fighting God's plan and fighting 
God's man.  If you look in I Sam-
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uel 16, you see how David was 
overlooked.  It says in verse 6, 
"And it came to pass when they 
were come that he looked on 
Eliab and said surely this is God's 
anointed before him.  But the 
Lord said to Samuel, look not on 
his countenance or the height of 
his stature, for I have refused him, 
for the Lord seeth not as man 
seeth, for man looketh 
on the outward appear-
ance, but the Lord 
 looketh on the heart."  
Jesse had seven sons, 
and in verse 11 it says, 
"Samuel said unto 
Jesse, are these all thy 
children?  And he said 
there yet remains the 
youngest.  Behold he 
keepeth the sheep.  And Samuel 
said unto Jesse, send and fetch 
him, for we will not sit down until 
he come hither." 
 
SH:  It's interesting that even his 
father didn't think he was worthy 
to come to the feast. 
 
LO:  No.  But we also see the 
greatest quality of leadership is 
being a servant.  What was he do-

ing?  He was out serving with the 
sheep. 
 
SH:  While the rest of his brothers 
were at the sacrifice. 
 
LO:  And there he was as a young 
lad, learning the greatest quality 
of leadership.  But he was over-
looked because he was not the one 

who would be obviously 
the chosen one for the 
kingship. 
 
SH:  We're trying to an-
swer the question, what 
is our life and how do 
we make it count?  I'm 
sure many of our listen-
ers have felt the way you 
and I have felt from time 

to time…that those who we see as 
spiritual leaders often overlook 
what we sense the Lord may be 
doing in us.  Samuel here, in the 
very beginning of the chapter, 
overlooks David.  He is stuck on 
Saul.  He is mourning, and God 
has to move him past that.  I think 
sometimes we get discouraged 
when we think that we're not  
measuring up to someone else's 
standard. 
 

“…for the Lord 
seeth not as man 
seeth, for man 
looketh on the 

outward appear-
ance, but the 

Lord looketh on 
the heart.” 
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LO:  Saul had a very difficult time 
when he was king.  He started out 
humble and then got arrogant, and 
when it came time for his re-
moval, Samuel had a hard time 
with that.  And then, David was 
not the most likely one, but we 
see that it was contrary to human 
reason.  The second thing we see 
is it was conditioned by heart re-
sponse.  You see, God knew the 
heart of Saul.  He knew that he 
would never honor Him, so He 
removed him.  The kingship was 
given in the first place because of 
the rebellion of the people – they 
were not willing to depend on 
God.  So God was looking for 
someone whose heart was right 
with Him.  That's why it was said, 
man looks on the outward appear-
ance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart.  In other words, God doesn't 
see the way that man sees.  That's 
why in working with young peo-
ple, those of you working in local 
churches, do not overlook that lit-
tle snaggle-toothed boy with 
messed hair, because that may be 
the one who God sees has a heart 
for Him.  He can use him, con-
trary to human reason.  He can 
use him because of his heart re-
sponse, not because of all of the 

seeming external qualities that he 
has. 
 
SH:  That's so true.  There are a 
lot of potential Davids running 
around in our churches.  In fact, 
many of the men listening to us 
may be fathers of potential Davids 
in their own homes. 
 
LO:  What a needful ministry for 
men in the church to look for kids 
in our society who are from single 
parent homes.  No dad.  What a 
terrible mark on society when 
children are raised without a  
father influence, because it affects 
their image about who God is.   
 
SH:  You know, this may be a lit-
tle off the topic here, and if it is, 
Doc, feel free to just come back to 
the text you're looking at, but I 
know you've done some reading 
in a book called "Faith of the  
Fatherless."  Can you share with 
our listeners just a brief snippet 
from that about what you discov-
ered in your reading, because I 
think this ties in with what we're 
just talking about here. 
 
LO:  Yes, it does.  This author 
pointed out that he studied the 
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lives and backgrounds and biog-
raphies of all the famous agnostics 
and atheists.  They all had one 
common denominator…a bad  
father relationship.   They had  
either an absent father, an abusive 
father, an angry father or, for 
whatever reason, a father that was 
not in their lives.  And some were 
so bitter at the father that they 
even had their names legally 
changed so they were not carrying 
the name of their father.  This is a 
great challenge to the men.  Don't 
overlook those who seemingly are 
nobodies, because God looks at 
the heart response, and what if 
God gets a hold of that heart?  
Another thing that is characterized 
by heavenly recognition is that 
God had His approval on David, 
and man did not.   David's father 
did not, and Samuel first of all did 
not because he saw Eliab, and he 
assumed Eliab was the one.  It  
really was a heavenly recognition, 
and that's what counts.  When we 
see the anointing that takes place, 
that was God's approval for His 
choice to be king. 
 
SH:  God's signature on David's 
life. 
 

LO:  Yes, it was.  And it was evi-
dent about that choosing.   Samuel 
took the horn of oil, anointed him 
in the midst of the brethren, and 
the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
David from that day forward.  So 
Samuel rose up and went to Ra-
mah, as we see in verse 13.  David 
had good character.  You see a lot 
of character.  He was disciplined, 
he was very obedient.  To become 
the musician that he was, he had 
to be an extremely disciplined 
young man.  He was a wallflower, 
obviously, but extremely ruddy, 
talented, and he must have been 
very strong. 
 
SH:  When you were talking 
about conditioned heart response, 
you made an interesting contrast 
between David and Saul.  I'm 
thinking ahead now to some other 
things that we might get to, either 
in this broadcast or in a later 
broadcast.  What was the differ-
ence between David's heart  
response and Saul's?  And what 
accounted for that difference? 
 
LO:  I think it was their view of 
God.  Saul was self-centered and 
David was God-centered.  Every 
decision Saul made was based on 
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how it would affect him.  David's 
decisions were made by how they 
affected God's reputation.  This is 
a really good sign of repentance, 
too.  Saul's repentance focused on 
how it was going to affect him.  
David's repentance focused on 
how God was affected by the situ-
ation.  That's the difference in 
whether or not there is a perma-
nency and change, versus a tem-
porary looking for relief. 
 
SH:  I believe you mentioned in 
one of our prior broadcasts that if 
you were to list out David's sins 
and compare them to Saul's sins, 
David would come out on the 
negative side of that list.  He is the 
one that has broken every one of 
the Ten Commandments, and 
some of those Ten Command-
ments more than once.  And yet, 
God accepted David’s repentance, 
but God didn't accept Saul's.  
You're saying it's because of the 
inner heart that God was able to 
see. 
 
LO:  Yes.  Saul was worried about 
his own reputation.  David was 
worried about God's reputation.  
To me, that's the difference that 

God could see.  You see, every-
thing Saul was doing was to  
protect himself and his own repu-
tation.  David's whole life was 
considering God's reputation. 
 
SH:  That leads into the whole 
concept of brokenness, doesn't it?  
As we think about our own lives, 
so often when we sin we want to 
be respectable, and we don't want 
to get authentic with God about 
who we really are and what we've 
really done. 
 
LO:  That’s right.  We draw a 
line, and we deal with respecta- 
bility when God's really dealing 
with us.  Someone tries to help us 
and we say, “Well, I don't read the 
Bible enough.”  I've never met 
anyone in my life who read the 
Bible too much.  “Well, I'm not 
praying as I should.”  I've never 
met anyone who prays too much.  
Those are all respectable things.  
When the heart is able to trust an-
other person, there will be not just 
the desire to be respectable, but 
the desire to get to the real need in 
the situation.  What is  
really happening in the heart.  
And you'll find in counseling that 
when someone begins to trust 
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you, they'll go beyond respecta-
bility to real. 
 
SH:  The key to God's choosing 
David is that there was an authen-
tic reality about his life.  There 
was a realness there. 
 
LO:  A transparency that many 
times is lacking in people's lives. 
 
SH:  So how do the people who 
are listening to us get that?  How 
do we get from where we are to 
there? 
 
LO:  It's all based on our view of 
God.  How we see God.  
Isaiah saw himself, his 
condition, when he saw 
God for who God was.  
It's all centered in our 
view of God.  That's 
why knowing God is so 
crucial.  Knowing God 
affects everything else 
we do in life.  They who know 
their God shall be strong and do 
exploits, it says in Daniel. 
 
SH:  And David certainly did that 
as a young boy, didn't he? 
 

LO:  He did.  Even after his sin, 
there was repentance, and he's on 
record as a man after God's own 
heart.  To review, choosing David 
was contrary to human reason.  It 
was conditioned by a heart re-
sponse, and it was characterized 
by heavenly recognition.  That's 
what we have to look for in our 
own lives when we choose to be 
leaders. 
 
SH:  You know, if we're going to 
make our life count as James is 
talking about, those are the things 
that ultimately matter.  We tend to 
live for the things that don't mat-

ter, and yet the things 
that are important to 
God are so often times 
the things we overlook.  
Those three things that 
are so crucial in God’s 
sight…I wonder if you 
could just go over those 
one more time for us. 

 
LO:  David was not the one who 
was evident as the leader, but God 
saw the inner man.  David had 
that by his language…as a teen- 
ager he lay on his bedroll at night 
and worshiped the awesome God. 
The heavenly recognition was the 

The key to God’s 
choosing David is 
that there was an 
authentic reality 

about his life.  
There was a  

realness there. 
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fact that God says, “You look on 
the outward, but I look on the in-
ward.  I know this man, and I 
know he will love Me and obey 
Me.”  And then we see that heart 
response where David responded 
very clearly in his heart because 
he had that heart for God. 
 

SH:  A powerful story of the early 
choice of David by God.  And, 
Doc, in our next broadcast I'm ex-
cited to look ahead, as we study 
the conflict that David had with 
the giant that we're all so familiar 
with, and to see how God used all 
of this.
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We are so thankful for those of you who have made it part of your lives 
to join us for The Word For Life radio broadcasts.  We invite you to go 
to our website, www.thewordforlife.org, where you can download past 
daily and weekend broadcasts, as well as previous editions of Truth 
Talk.  Our desire is to continue to spread the Word of God to a needy 
world, helping folks live a God-centered, truth-driven life.   

Following is a testimony from one of our listeners: 
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… because you consistently speak the truth in love - just about the time 
I feel like I will never be a faithful servant, I feel a renewed hope that I 
am a work in progress and there is room for error and repentance. I 
think it is because you are honest about your own struggles. 
 
God is clearly using your ministry to educate and enrich people and en-
couraging them to remain faithful and to keep running the race to win 
the prize!    Thank you for all that you do.  --  Sue 


