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        MEDIA ALERT
For Immediate Release



Contact: 

What: 
InformationSTAT is a public service campaign sponsored by the eHealth Initiative (eHI).  The campaign points to the life-and-death difference secure electronic health information exchange can make, especially when a patient is in need of emergency medical care, is involved in a natural disaster or is unconscious and unable to communicate with caregivers.  The campaign is being introduced nationwide this week.

(Organizations name), in partnership with the eHealth Initiative, is supporting InformationSTAT and will begin outreach to employers, physicians, and other healthcare providers in the (Insert market area that will be covered).   Campaign materials and messages encourage physicians to speak to patients about the need for the secure exchange of electronic medical histories, and to explain how access to these records can save time and improve care.  Materials aimed at consumers explain that secure electronic health information exchange will make their records available to healthcare providers when they are traveling, when x-rays or lab results are needed, or in case of emergency.  

Who:
(Insert any special guests, political figures, community leaders or celebrities)
When: 
(Date and time of activity)
Where:
(Insert address)
Why:
The U.S. healthcare system could improve care, as well as save $162 billion annually with widespread use of healthcare information technology (Source:  A two-year study by the RAND Corporation released September 14, 2005).

Most physicians still use paper records. The latest data from the National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey (NAMCS) indicate that only one-quarter of office-based physicians reported using fully or partially electronic medical record systems in 2005. While this is a 31 percent increase from the 18.2 percent reported in the 2001 survey, work needs to be done to move our healthcare system from paper-based to a more rapid information exchange. 

The benefits of electronic medical records far outweigh the costs.
Media Contact: (Insert name, phone number and email address of media 



     point of contact)
