
What is an Independent, Fundamental
Baptist Church?

Independent

	The second Baptist distinctive is the _______________
of the Local Church.  That means that we govern ourselves and are accountable to no earthly organization, board, synod, presbytery or regional association.  Using the ______________ alone, (the first Baptist distinctive), we seek to honor the Lord by faithfully preaching and practicing its truths.  Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we prayerfully determine:
· how to manage our finances,
· what missionaries to commission and support, 
· what ministries to undertake,
· what positions and policies to enact and enforce, and
· what we are going to do and how we are going to do it.
We are responsible to God alone for our faithfulness to
His Word.  
Question:  What is good and bad about being “independent?”
	  Good:


	  Bad:



	We have chosen to align ourselves with other churches of like faith and practice by fellowshipping with the Independent Fundamental Baptist Association of Michigan (IFBAM).  No external organization or group has any binding power over the congregation of Maranatha Baptist Church.  We are autonomous and independent.
Fundamental
	A fundamental church (as opposed to a liberal or neo-evangelical church), emphasizes:
· the preaching of the Gospel and soul-winning efforts so that the unsaved can be converted;
· the teaching of solid doctrine rooted in a firm belief in the inerrancy and authority of the Bible so that believers can grow;
· the promoting of standards and convictions so that we can be examples of Christlikeness and reflect God’s holiness;
· the abstaining from worldly practices that would cause us to conform to the world instead of being transformed to godliness; and,
· the exposing of error and compromise that would threaten the spiritual growth of the believer and bring a reproach upon the holy character of our God.
	Consequently, we are ___________________, rather than compromisers.  
	We expose and separate from:
· doctrinal error,
· apostasy and 
· willful practices of disobedience.
	As Fundamentalists we believe that the Scriptures instruct us to separate from deeds of darkness (I John 2:15-17;  
II Corinthians 6:15-17:1), from false teachers (II John 9-11;  I Tim. 6:20-21)  and from professing Christians who practiced disobedience (Matthew 18:15-18; II Thess. 3:6, 14-15).  
	We do not cooperate with those who teach false doctrine and we have no part in the National Council of Churches, the World Council of Churches, local ministerial associations, ecumenical endeavors or cooperative evangelism efforts outside the ranks of those of like faith and practice.  We expose error and the dangers of worldly music (even if labeled “Christian”), carnal entertainment, immodest dress, and we abstain from the sale and use of alcohol.  In a fundamental church the bible is Primary, preaching is the focus, and adherence to the Bible’s teachings and standards is of utmost importance.
Baptist
	Though there are many different Baptist groups, some of which we may not be in full agreement, the term “Baptist” is generally a great word that is most often taken to mean “Bible-believers.” 
	We are Baptists by conviction and see the Baptist heritage as a great and honorable one.  There have always been groups that have held to the Bible as their rule of faith and practice and though these groups were known by different names, they believe many of the things which today are distinctives of the Baptists.  
	Our modern “Baptist” name was given to us by our enemies who despised our belief in “believer’s baptism” and our rejection of infant sprinkling and baptismal regeneration.  They called us “Anabaptists” (a term they used in a derogatory way) to describe the practice of rebaptizing believers after their salvation and refusing to recognize the validity of infant sprinkling or any baptism that predated the person’s salvation experience.  This meant that the term “Baptist” stood for those who tenaciously held to the Bible by conviction even when persecuted for their beliefs.  We are proud to bear the name “Baptist.”  To us, being a Baptist is descriptive of a believer who interprets the Bible literally and puts into practice its teaching in their daily lives.  Baptists are:
· Dispensational in their interpretation,
· Literal in their application and
· Separated from worldliness in their lifestyle. 
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