VIRGINIA SOCIETY FOR HUMAN LIFE (VSHL) ORATORY CONTEST RULES 

The Virginia Society for Human Life (VSHL) will follow guidelines and rules put forth in the National Right to Life Oratory Contest (NRLOC) rules with the following exceptions, and/or explanations:

1. Eligibility: Only High School Juniors and Seniors (see NRLOC Rules for home schooled students) residing in Virginia are eligible to enter the VSHL contest on both the local and state levels.


    a. Contestant must participate in a local contest held within Virginia, or

    b. for those who do not have a local contest within 50 miles* from their locale, send a request to enter the contest, in writing  (via letter, e-mail or FAX), to the VSHL Oratory Contest Coordinator, not later than 30 days prior to the VSHL State Finals.  After approval, a written and taped (audio or video) copy of the speech, along with the completed application form, must be received by the Coordinator 7 days  prior to the state contest.

2. Arriving Late/Leaving Early:


    a. Persons arriving late at the contest will be accepted as long as they meet the requirements in para 1, above..

    b. Contestants will not be disqualified for leaving the contest before the judges select the winners as long as an explanation is given to the committee coordinator prior to the start of the contest.

3. Agreement. Contestants must agree to represent VSHL at the NRLOC should they win the state contest.  In case of emergency and the winner cannot attend the NRLOC, the 2nd place winner will represent VSHL.

4. Local area contests may send their 1st and 2nd place winners to compete in the VSHL State finals.

5. Introductions during contest: Contestants will be introduced by name before their speech.  After the last speech has been given, contestants will be reintroduced and the names of their schools announced.


6.  Judges.

    a.  Impartial judges will be selected.  Any judge who personally knows a contestant must disqualify him/her-self.

    b.  Judges will receive a copy of the NRLOC judging rules at least 1 week prior to the contest.  The Contest Coordinator will go over the rules with judges before the contest starts. Judges will be allowed to confer with one another, as has been the precedence in prior VSHL State finals.   Contest Coordinator will ensure that enough comment sheets are provided to each judge.    

*Contact VSHL Oratory Contest Coordinator to inquire about local contests. VSHL Oratory Contest  Coordinator:  Michele Allen, (703) 743-9708,  arochaallen@gmail.com
