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Prayer in the Presence of Persecutors (Part 2)
Stanza 20 — Verses 153-160

13 Consider my affliction and deliver me, for I do not forget Your law.
14 Plead my cause and redeem me; revive me according to Your word.
Y Salvation is far from the wicked, for they do not seek Your statutes.
156 Great are Your tender mercies, O LORD; revive me
according to Your judgments.
17 Many are my persecutors and my enemies, yet I do not
turn from Your testimonies.
1% I see the treacherous, and am disgusted, because they do not
keep Your word.
3% Consider how I love Your precepts; revive me, O LORD,
according to Your loving-kindness.
10 The entirety of Your word is truth, and every one of
Your righteous judgments endures forever.
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TRUTH TALK

Prayer in the Presence of Persecutors
Psalm 119: 153-160, Stanza 20

In this stanza the psalmist contin-
ues his prayer for deliverance that
began in the last stanza. However,
the danger that was still distant in
the last stanza has arrived in this
one. Though clearly distraught, the
psalmist draws near to the Lord in
prayer and rests confidently on the
perfections, promises, and protec-
tion afforded him by God through
His Word. The faith that was
formed in the Word-driven prayer
of the previous stanza does not
flounder or falter in the face of pre-
sent danger that has become a real-
ity in this stanza.

The realities confronting our pil-
grim as he walks in the presence of
his enemies drive him to God in an
appeal for life (vv. 154, 156, 159).
The character of God and the per-
fection of His Word give strength
and boldness to his appeal for
God’s help. By the end of the stan-
za, the psalmist has settled his soul
by these truths so that he walks se-
curely in the midst of trouble.

By the time our pilgrim arrives at
this stanza, he is surrounded by a
multitude of great and powerful
enemies (v. 157). However, he
stands securely and safely on the
path because he is also surrounded
by God’s many and marvelous
mercies (v. 156). These mercies
become the ground for a series of
eight direct and intense appeals to
God, five of which occur in the
first two verses of the stanza (vv.
153-154). At the heart of these ap-
peals is a repeated request that God
“look™ (vv. 153, 159) in order that
the psalmist might live (v. 156,
159).

The flow of the stanza is expressed
by a literary device commonly used
in the biblical poetry of the Old
Testament known as a chiasm. A
chiasm looks like the letter x (its
name is actually taken from the let-
ter x). Each statement at the front
end of the stanza is matched with a
similar statement on the back end
of the stanza. The statement at the
mid-point of the “x” usually stands
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at the center of the stanza and is
generally the central or main idea
in the stanza. In this case, the chi-

asm 1s one of similar ideas rather
than identical statements. If we
wrote it out it would look like this:

a. LORD, look and give me life (vv. 153-154)
b. The wicked care nothing for your Word (v. 155)
c. Yet your compassions are many (v. 156)
d. So give me life! (v. 156)
c. Still, there are many foes (v. 159)
b. They (the faithless) care nothing for your Word

(v. 158)

a. LORD, look and give me life (vv. 159-160)

What does one pray for in the pres-
ence of his persecutors? Life! This
is what our pilgrim prayed in the
day of his affliction. This is also
what the Lord prayed on the eve of
His temptation. God answered His
Own Son’s prayer with death in or-
der that He might grant life to all
His adopted sons in the day of their
suffering. His death means life for
all who follow the way of the
Word. Because of this gracious
fact we, like our pilgrim friend, can
come with specific requests, know-
ing that He Who did not hold back
His Own dear Son will not hold
back any good and necessary thing
from His dear children.

I. His Passionate Requests (vv.
153-155)

Without question, the psalmist
finds himself in desperate circum-
stances again. And though this is
not the first time he has found him-
self in such a dire place, his plea to
the Lord is marked both by an in-
tensity and a confidence that goes
beyond what he has expressed any-
where in the previous stanzas.

What he experienced on the path is
not uncommon to all believers who
make serious effort to walk the way
of the Word. Rather than growing
easier, the pathway grows more
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difficult. The challenges are harder
and the stakes are higher the longer
one walks before the Lord. To be
sure, the resources are also more
readily available to pilgrims who
have taken time to deepen their
knowledge of God’s Word. Those
who have relied on God’s Word in
past difficulty find it easier to do so
again when facing new troubles.
The presence of such confidence is
the fountain from which spring his
intense, passionate pleas for divine
assistance.

These pleas comprise a good bit of
the content of his prayer. They are
expressed in the form of eight voc-
ative statements. A vocative is a
grammatical way of issuing a
strong appeal in the form of a de-
mand to a second party; in this case
God. Based on his knowledge of
God and his deep commitment to
the relationship he enjoys with
God, the psalmist speaks boldly
and passionately and asks God to
do certain things on his behalf.
Those requests are stated in the
strongest possible language avail-
able to the psalmist. To be sure,
they are couched as requests. But
those requests are more than just
casual in nature. They come as
strong, direct appeals for God to do

something. In other words, the
psalmist comes appropriately, but
he also comes passionately and
persistently to God, and he does not
intend to stop until God grants his
requests.

Nine times in this stanza our pil-
grim comes before the Lord with
particular requests. He beseeches
the Lord to look into His circum-
stances and act accordingly (vv.
153, 159). He desires the Lord to
rescue him (v. 153). He appeals
that God would take up and plead
his case (v. 154) and redeem him
(v. 154). Three times he begs the
Lord to grant him renewed strength
and life (vv. 154, 156, 159). And
for the first time, he prays impreca-
torily that God would withhold sal-
vation from his enemies (v. 155).

Consider me! (vv. 153, 159)

Clearly the psalmist continues to
experience the inner turmoil of his
traumatic circumstances, and in
desperation, he cries out for Divine
intervention. The term “consider”
in the text comes from a Hebrew
verb that means “to see.” Some-
times it 1s translated “behold.” In
this paragraph, it is translated “con-
sider” or “take note.”
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To be clear, the psalmist is not as-
suming that God is unaware of his
circumstances. In other words, he
is not trying to inform God as
though God did not know. Nor is
he trying to call his circumstances
to God’s attention as though God
were distracted or inattentive.
Rather, he is appealing for God to
note his circum-
stances in order that

caught in a nearby thicket. God
looked upon Abraham and Isaac
and provided what was so desper-
ately needed for deliverance and
life. Also in 1 Samuel 16 where
Samuel, sorrowing over the rejec-
tion of Saul as king, was told by
God to go to the house of Jesse
where God had “seen” His new
king. Upon asking
how this awkward

He might intervene
and act accordingly.
This term is not
passive in its ap-
peal. The psalmist
is asking God to
“see to” the situa-
tion that has so af-
flicted His servant.
And he has ample
biblical precedent
for such a bold re-
quest. This is pre-

cisely how God responded to others

God saw Abraham’s
faith and “saw to”
his circumstances
by providing
a ram caught
in a nearby thicket.
God looked upon
Abraham and Isaac
and provided what was so
desperately needed for
deliverance and life.

and dangerous task
might best be ful-
filled, God told Sa-
muel that He would
“see to it.”

The psalmist looks
back on a history
rich with stories of
God’s provision, and
he comes boldly re-
questing the same for
himself. He, like

these ancient men of faith before

of His servants who acted in faith
and found themselves in dire need
of Divine intervention precisely
because of their obedience. This
was the case with Abraham whose
faithful obedience led him to stand

at an altar with a knife raised above

his beloved Isaac. God saw Abra-
ham’s faith and “saw to” his cir-
cumstances by providing a ram

him, 1s in the circumstances which
confront him because of his com-
mitment to live by faith and walk
the way of the Word. His faithful
obedience led him directly into the
trouble he now faces. His ongoing
obedience becomes the grounds
upon which his passionate pleas are
established before God.
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Rescue me! (v. 153)

The divine intervention for which
the psalmist pleads takes the form
of deliverance from his plight. The
term he employs means “to draw
out or extricate from trouble.” As
grounds for his plea, the psalmist
points to his continual life pattern
of not forgetting God’s law. He
couches his testimony in the perfect
tense in order to indicate his deep
and abiding life commitment to act-
ing in conformity to God’s moral
demand. The familiar term
“remember” shows up again and
reminds us that the psalmist is do-
ing much more than mentally re-
calling God’s law. He is actively,
intentionally, and consistently con-
forming his life and shaping his
behavior so as to measure up to
God’s expectation for daily living,.

Defend my cause! (v. 154)

The third imperative moves the im-
agery into the courtroom. The
psalmist appeals to God to take up
his matter and “fight” for him. The
term can signify a physical fight in
which a champion fights for the
cause of another. It can also refer to
a legal scenario in which an indi-
vidual becomes the judicial advo-

cate for another party (or at times
against). In this case, the psalmist
points to his life testimony, and on
that basis, appeals for God to take
up his case and become a personal
Advocate devoted to vindicating
His client, in this case, the psalmist.

Redeem me! (v. 154)

In this case, the Advocate 1s more
than just a “legal heavyweight”
hired to come to the aid of a client
to whom he has no other obligation
than the one created by the agree-
ment to take the case. In the case
of the psalmist, his Advocate is al-
so his near-kinsman. This relation-
ship underlies the imagery of the
fourth imperative.

The term “redeem” would have
immediately reminded the original
readers of a particular imagery cre-
ated by the one doing the “redeem-
ing.” Redemption is more than
vindication — it is release from a
particular set of difficult circum-
stances. This release would come
at the hand of a “redeemer.” The
term used in this stanza indicates a
close, familial relationship between
the one being redeemed and the
one doing the redeeming. The re-
deemer is a near kinsman, similar
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to the relationship Boaz had to
Ruth when he redeemed her

through the “ceremony of the san-
dal” in Ruth 4:1-12.

In the case of the psalmist, he con-
siders the personal nature of his re-
lationship to Yahweh and appeals
for God to act in light of that rela-
tionship. In other words, because
he and God were intimately bound
to each other in a covenant rela-
tionship, God was his kinsman-
redeemer and therefore obligated to
act on his behalf.

Nor is the psalmist the only one
who enjoys this relationship. All
pilgrims who walk in the way of
the Word and who devote them-
selves to loving His Word and do-
ing His law enjoy this tremendous
privilege and can make this same
appeal.

Revive me! (vv. 154, 156,
159)

His passionate pleas all lead to a
climactic request for renewed life!
All of God’s people from time to
time grow weary in the journey.
They all at times are worn out by
the relentless and ruthless pursuit
of their spiritual enemy, Satan. In

this case, the psalmist’s own per-
sonal experiences mirror those of
all who follow in his steps. And he
articulates the appeal all of us de-
sire to shout out to God when we
just can’t seem to muster up
strength to take another step on the
path.

“Revive” 1s a bold, desperate cry
for new strength and renewed life
when all strength is gone. It is not
the first time the psalmist has made
this appeal, and in this stanza, he
will repeat it three times! In the
context of difficulty and even
death, it is natural for God’s chil-
dren to cry out for life to the God
Who enlivened them from sin and
set them on the path to start with.
They cry out for the God Who gave
them life at the beginning of the
journey to revive them by giving
them more life for the duration of
the journey!

And the appeal gains confident ex-
pression when the psalmist consid-
ers what God has promised in His
Word. Revive me according to
Your promise (v. 154). Revive me
according to Your laws (v. 156).
Revive me according to Your love
(v. 159). Measure out more life
and strength to me and measure it
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by the reliability of Your promises,
the immutability of Your moral
mandates, and the immeasurable
depth of Your loyal, gracious love.

Do not save the wicked!
(v. 155)

Note the potential imprecatory na-
ture of this impera-
tive. It could be that

This should not necessarily be read
as the psalmist asking God to con-
demn his enemies eternally. Let us
not forget the reminder we have
from Christ to pray for our ene-
mies. However, when God’s
enemies are acting against God,
frequently the Psalms contain ex-
amples of prayers prayed by God’s
people who wit-
nessed this sort of

the psalmist is mak-
ing the observation
that deliverance from
his enemies seems to
be a distant possibil-
ity. Or, it could be

God’s compassion is more
than “pity” on His servants.
It speaks of the active in-
volvement of God to sustain
them and eventually deliver
them from their plight.

devoted wicked-
ness and deter-
mined affront
against God. In
such cases, they
prayed for God to

that he 1s observing
that his enemies do
not enjoy salvation from the Lord
because of their wicked character
and disobedient ways.

However, the grammar of the verse
affords a third possibility. It could
be that the psalmist is praying an
imprecatory prayer against God’s
enemies — “Let salvation be far
from the wicked!” If this is the
case, he 1s asking God to act ac-
cording to His Word and to bring
judgment on those who persist in
disregarding God and disobeying
His commands.

bring about the just
reward for such
evil of which He repeatedly warned
in His Word. Because such ene-
mies openly reject God’s Word,
then it 1s just and fitting that they
experience the judgment that God
repeatedly warned against.

In other words, these enemies are
not ignorantly disobeying God’s
Word or acting against God’s mor-
al expectations. They are doing so
with full knowledge of God’s Word
as well as His warnings of what
such evil-doers can expect. When
men who know God refuse to sub-
mit to Him and openly defy God’s
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laws, sobering though it may be, it
is fitting to ask God to bring about
the judgment He promised in His
Word to bring on such men.

II. His Personal Responses
(vv. 156-158)

How should God’s servants re-
spond when they find themselves in
similar circumstances to those of
our psalmist in this stanza? Obvi-
ously prayer is an instinctive re-
sponse, and the psalmist’s prayer in
this stanza (and the previous one)
helps to shape the way we ought to
pray when we find ourselves on
this section of the journey.

However, pilgrims also experience
emotional responses that rise al-
most unbidden from their hearts.
What are those responses and,
more importantly, what can we do
to shape them properly before the
Lord? In other words, how do we
respond to our natural reactions
when faced with tremendous diffi-
culty or prolonged trial?

Many are my persecutors
(vv. 157-158)

The psalmist’s reaction is common
to most of us when faced with

overwhelming trial or severe perse-
cution — “it 1s too much!” “Lord,
many are my enemies and they are
stronger than me!”

These men are described as having
wicked character (v. 155) because
they refuse to obey God’s Word.
They are disloyal and faithless be-
cause they have acted treacherously
against the covenant God has made
with them (v. 158). They have
apostatized from God’s covenant.
And they are “foes” (v. 157) be-
cause they ruthlessly and relentless
persecute those who strive to live
righteously.

How does a righteous man feel to-
ward foes of this nature? He
loathes them (v. 158). This goes
beyond merely loathing their sinful
ways. He expresses his loathing of
such men. The term “loathe” ex-
presses a violent disgust or deep
revulsion. These men who are vio-
lently committed to violating God’s
Word and whose hearts are marked
by a deep-seated revulsion of
God’s character are revolting to the
psalmist, not because of what he is
experiencing at their hand, but ra-
ther on account of what they are
doing and expressing against God!
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Many are your mercies
(v. 156)

The psalmist’s natural reaction
when facing overwhelming ene-
mies is countered by a self-
reminder of the many mercies of
God that are his. Though there be
many enemies, there are more mer-
cies! God’s compassion and mercy
overflows to the psalmist and far
outweighs the burden of his tor-
mentors.

God’s compassion is more than
“pity” on His servants. It speaks of
the active involvement of God to
sustain them and eventually deliver
them from their plight! God is rich
in this quality. His compassion is
very great and springs from His
perfect fidelity to the promises He
has made in His Word.

Against the faithlessness of his op-
pressors (v. 158) stands a faithful
God (v. 156) Who has promised to
act on behalf of His faithful ser-
vants who remain true to His Word
(v. 157Db).

II1. His Persuasive Reasons (vv.
153, 157, 158, 159)

Though he is desperate, the psalm-
ist comes confidently before God
with bold requests. His boldness
rises from and rests on four reasons
he presents to God when making
his case. These reasons are all in-
troduced by the word “for,” which
alerts the reader that these state-
ments serve as grounds upon which
the psalmist appeals. God should
act “because” of these reasons.

Furthermore, the reasons he pre-
sents are all permanent, consistent
parts of his character. Each reason
takes the form of something the
psalmist has consistently practiced
or expressed throughout the course
of his pilgrimage. They are all ex-
pressed as perfect tense verbs, indi-
cating they have been his persis-
tent, consistent practice.

I have been obedient to Your
Law (v. 153)

His appeal for deliverance from
suffering rests on his “remember-
ing” God’s law. As we have noted
throughout this psalm, the term
“remember” denotes more than
mere mental memory of something.
To forget God’s law involves ac-
tively disregarding and disobeying
something of which you are fully
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aware. Forgetting God’s law re-
garding idolatry or immorality does
not mean that one forgets what God
has said about such matters. Ra-
ther, forgetting implies that one has
intentionally disregarded what he
knows God has said in these areas.

The psalmist appeals confidently to
God for aid because he has not dis-
regarded anything that he is aware
God has said. He has consistently
tried to obey and regard all that he
knows regarding God’s expecta-
tions.

I have been faithful to Your
Word (v. 157)

The second reason for his confi-
dence rests on his persistent fidelity
to God’s Word. Unlike his perse-
cutors who have turned away and
apostatized from that Word, the
psalmist has remained loyal and
true. He has kept his foot on the
path and refused to swerve or turn
aside as others around him have
done.

I have been loyal to Your
Person (v. 158)

What kept him on the path and
guarded his foot from turning aside

was his faithful loyalty to the rela-
tionship he enjoyed with God. This
loyalty 1s expressed by his siding
with God, not with God’s enemies.

Loyalty to God is always expressed
in two ways: 1) obedience to
God’s Word, and 2) repudiation of
God’s enemies. Relational loyalty
is a two way street. The psalmist
can appeal for God to act in loyal-
love toward him because he has
been loyal to God in his own
earthly relationships.

This principle is stated by James in
the New Testament in the most
graphic of terms when we are told
that friendship with the world is
enmity with God (James 4:4). In
fact, those who claim to be God’s
children, but who choose friendship
and alliance with the world, are
called adulterers! The psalmist has
not made such alliances. Rather,
he has been loyal to God, and this
loyalty becomes a powerful reason
for his bold appeal to God in time
of trouble.

I have loved Your Will and
Way (v. 159)

Earlier in the stanza the psalmist
beseeched God to take note of his
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circumstances (v. 153). Now he
asks God to note his character. He
has loved and honored God’s pre-
cepts. The term “precept” 1s one of
the eight words used in the psalm
to refer to different aspects of
God’s Word. This term has par-
ticular reference to God’s declara-
tions regarding His will and way —
what He desires men to do and
what He wants them to be.

Rather than rejecting God’s re-
vealed desire in these areas, the
psalmist has enthusiastically em-
braced what God has said and has
attempted to do and be accordingly.
Furthermore, he invites God to note
his commitment in this area.

Imagine the profound implications
of this request. Knowing full well
what God has stated regarding what
a man 1is to do and be and inviting
God to examine one’s life in these
areas can only be done when a man
has given careful and consistent at-
tention to conforming his life and
shaping his character to meet God’s
stated expectations. This sort of
life provides deep confidence to
one who has lived in this way and
opens the way for confident, bold
praying to God. On the other hand,
the knowledge that one has not

measured up or that one has not
even made a consistent attempt to
live accordingly becomes a great
hindrance to prayer in times of
desperate need.

IV. His Profound Reliance (159-
160)

The previous section might lead
one to wrongly conclude that the
psalmist rested on his own efforts
and commitments in making his
appeal to God. That would be a
profound mistake. Though the
psalmist pointed to his faithful life,
it was not the final ground for his
confidence.

What gave the psalmist peace in
the storm was his confidence in
God and not in his own merits or
actions, however faithful they
might have been. Rather than rest-
ing on his own character, he rests
on the perfections, promises, and
protection of God.

In other words, his prayer is di-
rected to God, and it rests on God
and not himself. His prayer is in-
tensely God-focused

rather than man-centered.
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He rested on God’s character
and not his own

The psalmist expresses his deep
confidence in God’s Word by using
the term “according.” The term re-
fers to the measure of something or
to what it contains or describes.
Often it has reference to the capac-
ity or capability of something or
someone. In this stanza, the psalm-
ist rests his confidence according to
three very specific things that are
true about God.

Our pilgrim 1s confident in God’s
deliverance because such deliver-
ance is in accordance to God’s
promise — what God has said (v.
154). Furthermore, his confidence
is in accordance to God’s just laws
(v. 156). In other words, because
God has obligated Himself in many
places in His Word, those who
keep those laws can rightly expect
the Giver of those laws to act ac-
cordingly and bring deliverance.
Finally, his confidence in divine
deliverance is in accordance to

God’s loving character as revealed
in His Word (v. 159).

God’s people can anticipate God’s
protection and personal interven-
tion on their behalf because God

has made such promises to them,
because God has obligated Himself
to act in this way, and because it is
God’s loving nature to do so. He
rested on the perfection of God’s
Word rather than his perform-
ance.

Trust in God 1s based on God’s
character, and all that can be
known about God’s character is
contained to the revelation He gave
in His Word. Therefore, though ul-
timately our confidence rests in
God, immediately that confidence
is sourced in God’s Word.

The psalmist reflects this truth in
the final verse in this stanza by
pointing us to two abiding realities
that sum up the essence of God’s
Word.

First, the psalmist reflects on the
truth of God’s Word as a source of
confidence in God. As a unified
whole, all that God has said in His
Word is completely true. The sum
total of God’s Word is utterly true
and totally dependable. It is reli-
able in every aspect. God’s Word
is authoritative because it comes
from God. It 1s also completely ac-
curate because it is God’s speech.
And in giving this revelation in
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propositional form, God has made
His truth accessible and available
to men. In short, the sum of God’s
Word is truth, and those who apply
its teaching will be so shaped by
that truth that their lives will meet
God’s expectations.

Second, the psalmist reflects on the
permanence of God’s Word as a
source of his confidence in God. It
is not merely the sum total of
God’s Word that the psalmist con-
siders to be true. Each of its indi-
vidual parts or components are also
marked by this quality. Each of
God’s judgments are righteous.
And they are timelessly relevant
(eternal). Peter noted that God’s
Word contains specific promises
that provide believers with all they
need for life and godliness (2 Peter
1:3-4). In each of its various and
individual parts, God’s Word is
timeless and imperishable. What it
stands for in its totality is authorita-
tive and dependable. What it states
in its specific parts is permanent

Dunbar, Wisconsin.

and timelessly relevant to all pil-
grims who walk the way of the
Word, regardless of what century
or in what culture they make their
pilgrimage. The Word remains a
timeless, faithful, and reliable
guide for the journey.

Conclusion:

The psalmist’s profound, personal
reliance on God and His Word pro-
duced both an internal (emotional)
stability as well as a mental (objec-
tive) stability that rose out of a life
devoted to consistently and con-
stantly practicing the truths of
which He has been convinced and
to which He has entrusted His path.

For needy pilgrims caught in the
maelstroms of life, God’s Word
exudes a never-failing reliability,
enabling God’s servants to endure
and persevere in the midst of the
trials and tribulations facing them
from a hostile world.

II | Dr. Sam Horn is the featured teacher and Host of The Word For Life, Sen-
ior Pastor of Brookside Baptist Church in Brookfield, Wisconsin, and Vice
President of Ministerial Training at Northland International University in
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DEPENDENCE ON GOD

Life Touching Life — Part 4

Join Pastor Sam Horn (SH) and Dr. Les Ollila (LO) for a discussion that
originally aired on THE WORD FOR LIFE.

SH: Welcome to another broad-
cast of the Word For Life radio
program. With me in the studio
this morning is my co-host, Dr.
Les Ollila from Northland Inter-
national University, where he
serves as Chancellor. Doc, we’ve
been talking for the last number of
shows about the topic of mentor-
ing, which is the biblical concept
of discipleship. You’ve been tak-
ing us through a very interesting
story out of the Old Testament
found in II Kings 4, with Elisha
and the Shunammite woman.

We’re discussing the drama that
surrounds this event where her
son, who had come as a gift from
the Lord, had passed away. From
that story we’re drawing the prin-
ciple of life touching life. Let’s
review and catch up with our sto-
ry, as we will finish this series
today.

LO: As we review, we saw the
child was dead. Gahazi, Elisha’s
servant, was sent to put Elisha’s
stick on the face of the child to
bring him to life, and there was no
response. Elisha then came to the
scene. This is who the Shunam-
mite woman was really looking
for.

SH: She connected with Elisha.

LO: She connected with Elisha
and had confidence in him. She
perceived that he was a holy man
of God. What a testimony that is.
How would we be remembered by
others?

But then we saw that after Gehazi
returned, Elisha went to the dead
child, and it was Elisha that had
God’s power 1n his life. He went
into the room with the child, and
we noted there was proximity — he
went right to where the problem

16

Truth Talk Magazine



was. There was privacy. He shut
the door, and there we find the
one-on-one time. There are things
that we cannot do in a group. It
may take a very short time with
one-on-one attention to let some-
one know you care, not just gen-
erally, but that you care about that
person specifically.

SH: In fact, you had given us a
list of things from a source that
you had found, a book you had
quoted. I wonder if you could
mention that source again for the
listeners who weren’t with us the
last time.

LO: Dr. Ross Campbell wrote a
book quite a few years ago on
how to really love your child.
When I read that book, I saw how
it would fit under this idea of pri-
vacy we are discussing here. Dr.
Campbell said the four keys to
show you really love your child
are eye contact, focused attention,
physical contact, and discipline.
But it starts with the eye contact
and focused attention, which fit
perfectly in this scenario.

SH: Intimacy and privacy.

LO: Shut the door. Those of you
who are parents know how special
it 1s to have time alone with your
children. It’s a tremendous
memory for them.

Now we get into the third part.

In IT Kings 4:33 it says, “and he
went in and shut the door upon
them, and prayed unto the Lord*®.
Obviously prayer is crucial here.
There is the prayer that is a trans-
ference of trust...that as we real-
1ze we can’t, God must. We tell
our students that we don’t have
devotions in the morning to dem-
onstrate to God how disciplined
we are, but to declare unto God
how dependent we are. At this
point in praying Elisha, in spite of
the fact that he was a Spirit-filled
man of God, acknowledged that
he was helpless apart from prayer.

SH: He had done all these other
miracles.

LO: Yes, but he realized that it
was God’s empowerment.

SH: That’s a very important
point.
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LO: Yes. He realized very
quickly that if anything would be
done, it would be done through
God honoring Himself through
answered prayer. I don’t know of
anything that is more effective
when you’re in a state of panic
than transferring that load to God
in prayer.

SH: Help me to understand, Doc,
because often, as a pastor, a par-
ent will come about something
very precious — a child, a family
member, or something they des-
perately want God to do. As a
pastor, [ want to tell them to pray
about it, but what they sometimes
think they are hearing is that this
is the way to get God to do what
they want Him to do. But Elisha
didn’t have that attitude in prayer.
There was a surrender to God, a
declaration of dependence, saying,
Lord, if anything is going to hap-
pen here, it’s going to happen be-
cause of You.

LO: Yes. What drives us to
prayer? Normally it 1s what we
cannot handle. Otherwise, it’s
generally bedtime prayer, meal-
time prayer, but when we get into
situations that we cannot handle,

it goes from praying to crying out,
lifting up our voice to God.

If you look in Luke 9, you will see
the disciples had a spirit that was
indifferent - “send the multitude
away. We are tired and we are
hungry” — because they were
heading to a desert place to rest
awhile.

SH: They wanted to get out of the
mess.

LO: They had an uncompassion-
ate spirit. Then later they showed
an insensitive spirit. After a few
days, God showed Himself on the
Mount of Transfiguration. Christ
was transfigured in all of His
Glory, and then Peter spoke up
and said, “Let’s build three taber-
nacles...” you know what Peter
typically would come up with. He
had to speak up first, and the
voice from heaven said, “This is
my beloved Son. Hear Him.”

Then we find an impotent spirit in
the disciples, because when they
came down from the Mount of
Transfiguration, from the very
presence of the Lord, they came
back to reality. Then what did
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they meet? They met a child pos-
sessed.

SH: And they couldn’t do any-
thing about it.

LO: They were impotent — the fa-
ther of the child came to the Lord
and said to Him, “We brought my
son to your disciples to cast him
out and they could not.” What did
Jesus say? “Oh, faithless and per-
verse generation...this kind comes
forth only by prayer and fasting.”
And so, they had an impotent
spirit because of faithlessness and
prayerlessness.

What we see in Luke 9 1s a parent
desperate about the condition of
his child. And what did Jesus
say? This kind — there are certain
kinds of things parents are facing
out there — there are the kind that
drive us to prayer, and it may not
be just a five minute thing, it may
be all night, laid out before God,
praying saying, “God I will pray
and [ will fast to seek You bring a
correction in this situation.”

SH: In the case of Elisha, you can
assume that the widow and her
husband were praying. But Elisha

was also praying. The person
who came in to help them had to
be as intense in prayer, if not
more, than the people who were
going through the problem.

LO: You don’t ever see presump-
tion on the people who know God.
You don’t ever see pride. When
Joseph was approached in prison
about the king’s dreams, he gave
God the glory regarding the inter-
pretation of the dreams, and he
prayed. What did Daniel do in the
midst of his problems? Daniel
prayed.

SH: What’s interesting about
prayer is that we can do it any-
where, any time. It’s the one
thing we can always do.

LO: Make sure all of your chil-
dren are on your prayer list, and
teachers, make sure you have the
students in your class list on a
prayer list.

But in II Kings 4, there was a fo-
cused prayer burden for a child
who was in a desperate condition.

Then thirdly, we see the price that
was paid. In verse 34, we see that
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Elijah went up and laid upon the
child, put his mouth upon his
mouth, eyes upon his eyes, and
hands upon his hands. He
stretched himself upon the child,
and the flesh of the child waxed
warm. So we see what he did
here was that he completely laid
himself out. Obviously Elisha
was a prophet. We wouldn’t dare
do that kind of thing in a counsel-
ing session without making sure
we could be in an attorney’s of-
fice in a hurry. But the point of
the matter is that he literally gave
himself to the child.

Now we wonder why was Gehazi
so ineffective? Let’s look at II
Kings 5, where Naaman came for
healing.

SH: A great Assyrian general.

LO: Many commentators believe
this happened during Elisha’s
time of prayer, and he just sent
word out to tell Naaman to go dip
in the Jordan River seven times.
You remember Naaman became
very upset, because he had come
with a great wagon loaded with
riches and gifts. Gahazi looked at
the riches and...

SH: ...and his mouth watered.

LO: He heard Elisha refuse the
gifts. Then what did Gahazi do?

SH: He went after that wagon.

LO: Gahazi went after the wagon
and misrepresented the heart of
his master. He told Naaman that
his master changed his mind and
wanted the gifts.

SH: In other words, he just lied.

LO: But we discover something
about Gahazi — why he was a de-
fective servant and why the Shu-
nammite woman didn’t trust him.
He was self-serving, not others-
serving. He was in it for himself,
for what he could gain. He was
obedient to do what Elisha told
him to do, but his real heart was
revealed.

Now go back to what made Elisha
so effective. You remember in

I Kings 19, when Elisha surren-
dered to God, and Elijah said,
“Then follow me.” But Elisha
said, “I have to go home now and
bid my family well and take care
of matters.” Elijah responded,
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“Well, what have I to do with
you?” Basically he said that was
not what he was looking for. And
what did Elisha do? He killed a
yoke of oxen, he burned the plow
shares, and totally left his old way
of life. He abandoned completely
to the will of God. I do believe
that’s a missing factor today. We
cannot just pretend or play, we
have to come to the point of aban-
donment.

SH: When our kids are at stake,
or when something like what
we’re talking about here is at
stake, there’s always a price, isn’t
there?

LO: Yes, there’s a price tag in-
volved. It just doesn’t happen.

SH: It’s more than just praying a
prayer before bed at night or a
prayer while driving to work.
There really 1s a personal price
that’s involved.

LO: Yes, it requires focused
prayer, and then there’s personal
involvement...giving myself liter-
ally to that child. Philippians 2 is
a perfect parallel passage for this
particular thought. “Look not

every man on his own thing, but
also on the things of others. Let
this mind be in you, which was al-
so in Christ Jesus: who being in
the form of God thought it not
robbery to be equal with God, but
made himself of no reputation,
and took upon him the form of a
servant,” and then what did He
do? He took on flesh and became
obedient unto death, the death of
the cross. He took on that ser-
vanthood.

SH: So what if a parent, or some-
one, tries to do this and it doesn’t
work. Do they give up? Is there
another principle here?

LO: Some people feel a problem
doesn’t work 1in their time frame.
Most of us are too busy to have
problems, so we only have a cer-
tain time frame in which our kids
are allowed to have a problem. It
doesn’t work that way. We might
feel like saying to our child, “If
you have a problem that’s outside
of my time frame, and you are
going to get it...from me! You’re
not going to get my personal at-
tention, you’re going to get some-
thing else!”
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SH: Doc, I hate to break in on
you, but I have to say a few words
to our listeners. We know that
these broadcasts are a blessing to
you, and we want them to be. We
pray that the Lord will take these
words from His Word and make
them fitting for your life. Obvi-
ously, we depend on your prayers,
and we can certainly thank the

Dr. Sam Horn, Host of
The Word For Life, and the
Senior Pastor of Brookside
Baptist Church in Brook-
field, Wisconsin.

Lord for those of you who send in
your support to help keep us on
the air.

We hope you enjoyed today’s
broadcast. Thanks for listening,
and please join us next time as we
bring the Word of God to your
life.

Dr. Les Ollila, Co-host of
The Word For Life, and the
Chancellor of Northland In-
ternational  University in

Dunbar, Wisconsin.

24 / 7 Conservative Christian Music www.abidingradio.com
Visit us at www.abidingradio.com to listen to a constant stream of God-
honoring music. It is free! You can select our all-instrumental channel in
addition to our main vocal/instrumental stream.
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RADIO STATION LOG

COLORADO

e Grand Junction - KCIC 88.5 FM
o Monday-Friday 7:30 PM

MINNESOTA

e Minneapolis - WCTS 1030 AM
o Sunday 2:30 PM
o Monday-Friday 4:07 PM

OHIO

e Lima-WCBV 105.9 FM
o Monday-Friday 3:00 PM

WISCONSIN
e Milwaukee - WVCY 107.7 FM

e Sheboygan - WVCY 94.9 FM
o Sunday 9:30 AM
o Mon/Wed/Fri 6:15 AM

AFRICA
e Kitwe, Zambia - Faith FM
o Coming Soon!

CARIBBEAN
e Grenada - HLW 94.5 FM
92.3 FM /1400 AM
o Monday-Friday 6:45 AM
e Antigua - CRL 1160 AM
92.3 FM
o Monday-Friday 6:40 AM

PACIFIC
e Guam - KHMG 88.1 FM
o Sat. 5 PM / Sun. 2 PM
o Mon/Wed/Fri 5:00 AM,
9:45 AM, & 7:15 PM
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