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 T R U T H  T A L K
Spurgeon and the Battle for Gospel Preaching

 
 

Most students of preaching are 
familiar with the unusual ministry 
of Charles Haddon Spurgeon.  His 
rich spiritual heritage has been 
chronicled in scores of biographies 
related to his life.  However, one 
aspect of his ministry has received 
little attention until recently – the 
prolonged doctrinal controversy 
surrounding his practice of openly 
inviting all men to respond to the 
invitation of the gospel.  The de-
tails of this controversy have been 
set forth by Iain Murray in his 
book Spurgeon v. Hyper-
Calvinism:  The Battle for Gospel 
Preaching published in 1995 by 
Banner of Truth. In our day, a sim-
ilar controversy is unfolding.  Iron-
ically, both sides claim Spurgeon 
as a champion for their views.  
Some whose preaching has a 
strong emphasis on human respon-
sibility are often unfairly accused 
of being Arminian or even Semi-
pelagianists.  On the other hand, 
those who claim to follow the bib-
lical teachings that Calvin later 
adopted are unfairly accused by 
the other side of holding a twisted 

and life-killing theological system.  
Sadly, the misrepresentations have 
grown so great that even those 
who adhere to the particular sys-
tem being attacked would reject 
their theological position as it is 
articulated by the opposing side. It 
is my contention that Spurgeon 
found himself embroiled in cir-
cumstances similar to the ones 
present today.  Perhaps what 
Spurgeon experienced will be a 
stimulus to help both sides seek to 
live together in truth and harmony.  
To that end, let us listen to what 
Spurgeon has to say.   

 
Though he clearly did not espouse 
Arminianism, Spurgeon exercised 
a charity toward those with whom 
he disagreed that is sadly lacking 
in the present controversy.   
  

There is no soul living who 
holds more firmly to the doc-
trines of grace than I do, 
and if any man asks me 
whether I am ashamed to be 
called a Calvinist, I answer – 
I wish to be called nothing 
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but a Christian; but if you ask 
me, I do hold the doctrinal 
views which were held by 
John Calvin, I reply, I do in 
the main hold them, and re-
joice to avow it.  But far be it 
from me even to imagine that 
Zion contains none but Cal-
vinistic Christians within her 
walls, or that there are none 
saved who do not hold our 
views.  Most atrocious things 
have been spoken about the 
character and spiritual condi-
tion of John Wesley, the mod-
ern prince of Arminians.  I 
can only say concerning him 
that, while I detest many of 
the doctrines which he 
preached, yet for the man 
himself I have a reverence 
second to no Wesleyan; and if 
there were wanted two apos-
tles to be added to the number 
of the twelve, I do not believe 
that there could be found two 
men more fit to be so added 
than George Whitefield and 
John Wesley . . . . I believe 
there are multitudes of men 
who cannot see these truths, 
or, at least, cannot see them 
in the way in which we put 
them, who nevertheless have 

received Christ as their sav-
iour, and are dear to the 
heart of the God of grace as 
the soundest Calvinist in or 
out of Heaven. 

   
Spurgeon also rejected Hyper-
Calvinism and insisted on the  
necessity of preserving the theo-
logical tension found in Scripture 
regarding these matters. 
  

The system of truth revealed 
in the Scriptures is not simply 
one straight line, but two; and 
no man will ever get a right 
view of the gospel until he 
knows how to look at the two 
lines at once.  For instance, I 
read in one book of the Bible, 
“The Spirit and the bride say, 
Come.  And let him that  
heareth say, Come.  And let 
him that is athirst, Come.  
And whosoever will, let him 
take of the water of life free-
ly.”  Yet I am taught, in an-
other part of the same in-
spired Word, that “it is not of 
him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth, but of God that  
sheweth mercy.”  I see, in one 
place, God in providence pre-
siding over all, and yet I see, 
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and I cannot help seeing, that 
man acts as he pleases, and 
that God has left his actions, 
in a great measure, to his 
own free-will.  Now, if I were 
to declare that man was so 
free to act that there was no 
control of God over his ac-
tions, I should be driven very 
near to atheism; and if, on the 
other hand, I should declare 
that God so over-rules all 
things that man is not free 
enough to be responsible, I 
should be driven at once to 
Antinomianism, or fatalism.  
That God predestines, and yet 
that man is responsible, are 
two facts that few can see 
clearly.  They are believed to 
be inconsistent and contra-
dictory, but they are not.  The 
fault is in our own weak 
judgment.  Two truths cannot 
be contradictory to each  
other.   

 
Additionally, he insisted that uni-
versal gospel invitations are both 
biblical and necessary. 
 

Grown up among us is a 
school of men who say that 
they rightly preach the gospel 

to sinners when they merely 
deliver statements of what the 
gospel is, and the result of dy-
ing unsaved, but they grow 
furious and talk of unsound-
ness if any venture to say to 
the sinner, “Believe,” or 
“Repent.”  To this school Pe-
ter did not belong–into their 
secret he had never come, 
and with their assembly, were 
he alive now, he would not be 
joined. 

 
Murray’s conclusion is perhaps the 
most impacting part of the book.  I 
close with a portion of a message 
preached by Spurgeon on this top-
ic in 1859 that is as relevant today 
as it was when it was first 
preached.   
 

Even in Christian families, 
what evil will a distorted gos-
pel produce!  I have seen the 
young believer, just saved 
from sin, happy in his early 
Christian career, and walking 
humbly with his God.  But 
evil has crept in, disguised in 
the mantle of truth.   The   
finger of partial blindness 
was laid upon their eyes, and 
but one doctrine could be 
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seen.  Sovereignty was seen, 
but not responsibility.  The 
minister once beloved was 
hated; he who had been hon-
est to preach God’s Word, 
was accounted as the off-
scouring of all things.  And 
what became the effect?  The 
very reverse of good and  
gracious.  Bigotry usurped 
the place of love; bitterness 
lived where once there had 
been a loveliness of charac-
ter.  I could point you to in-
numerable instances where 
harping upon one peculiar 
doctrine has driven men to 
excess of bigotry and bitter-
ness.  And when a man has 
once come there, he is ready 
enough for sin of any kind to 
which the devil may please to 
tempt him.  There is a neces-
sity that the whole gospel 
should be preached, or else 
the spirits, even of Christians, 
will become marred and 
maimed.  I have known men 
diligent for Christ, labouring 
to win souls with both hands; 
and on a sudden they have 
espoused one particular doc-
trine and not the whole truth, 

and they have subsided into 
lethargy.  On the other hand, 
where men have only taken 
the practical side of the truth, 
and left out the doctrinal, too 
many professors have run 
over into legality, have talked 
as if they were to be saved by 
works, and have almost for-
gotten that grace by which 
they were called. . . .Let me 
get but one part of the truth, 
and always dwell upon it, to 
the exclusion of every other, 
and I cannot expect my Mas-
ter’s blessing.  If I preach as 
he would have me preach, he 
will certainly own the word; 
he will never leave it without 
his own living witness.  But 
let me imagine that I can im-
prove the gospel, that I can 
make it consistent, that I can 
dress it up and make it look 
finer, I shall find that my 
Master is departed, and that 
Ichabod is written on the 
walls of the sanctuary.  How 
many there are kept in bond-
age through neglect of  
gospel invitations. 

*** 
 



 
                                                                                                                                                   

T R U T H  T A L K

A Faithful Watchman – 
The Life and Times of Jonathan Edwards 

 
 
Some weeks ago I began a biog-
raphy that I had no real intention 
of finishing.  Frankly, at the pre-
sent time the evangelical world 
seems overly enamored with all 
things “Edwardian,” and so an-
other biography on the life of 
Jonathan Edwards was not met 
with enthusiastic anticipation on 
my part.  However, the more I 
read, the more I was caught up 
and before I knew it, I had turned 
the last page and was disappointed 
to have arrived at the end.    
 
Written by Douglas Sweeney, a 
church history professor at Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School, Jo-
nathan Edwards and the Ministry 
of the Word is a concise and cap-
tivating summary of the life and 
ministry of one of the most influ-
ential Protestant theologians to 
appear in America.  It was pub- 
 

 
lished by InterVarsity Press in 
2009 and is readily available for 
purchase online. 
 
In his introduction, Sweeney  
concedes that an abundance of 
material has been written on  
Edwards’ life and ministry.  “He 
remains one of the best-studied 
figures in our past.  But few have 
written books on Edwards aimed 
at fellow Christians, people look-
ing for a state-of-the-art discus-
sion of his life in order to use him 
as a model of Christian faith and 
ministry.  This is such a book.”  
And indeed it is!  
 
I found the introduction to be un-
commonly interesting and of great 
help in understanding both Ed-
wards and his ministry context.  
Sweeney sets out to describe what 
life was like in Edwards’ world in 
an effort to show how religion, in 
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general, and Protestant theology, 
in particular, was much more in-
tegrated into the warp and woof of 
the culture and daily life of soci-
ety in that day – and this played a 
significant factor in the success of 
Edwards’ varied ministry in the 
Word.   
 
One sample should suffice to il-
lustrate the value of this chapter.  
“In sum, Puritan New England 
may have been the most bibli-
cally-oriented and literate society 
in the world before the time of 
Edwards’ ministry.  Its inhabitants 
owned no televisions, went with-
out the Internet, and had no access 
to cell phones or video games.  
Their skies were dark at night, 
pitch-black on cloudy nights.  
They had no light bulbs, gas lights 
or even the means to power them.  
Most would spend their evenings 
reading or socializing by candle-
light, or huddling round the fire, 
ruminating about the things that 
mattered most.  Moreover, even 
during the day, while working 
hard to make ends meet, Puritans 
thought about the Bible and the 
challenges of faith.”  In this con-
text, the pastor-theologian occu-

pied a prominent place – and the 
chiefest of them was Edwards.   
 
The first two chapters deal with 
Edwards’ early years, his conver-
sion to Christ, and his first minis-
try experiences.  I was personally 
struck by the innovativeness of 
Edwards’ ministry and its radical 
departure from what had come to 
pass for preaching in the pulpits 
of his day.  While his sermons 
may seem obtuse to our modern 
ear (or eye), they were vibrant, 
engaging, and relevant messages 
that powerfully impacted his 
hearers.   
 
However, by the far the most val-
uable chapter in the book, in my 
opinion, is the fourth chapter enti-
tled, “Try the Spirits.”  Sweeney 
has captured the essence of the re-
ligious awakenings for which 
Edwards is so well-known, and 
presented multiple facets of those 
awakenings in a wonderfully con-
cise manner, while managing to 
provide the reader with the infor-
mation necessary for properly 
evaluating them.   
 
To be honest, I was captivated by 
this chapter.  I felt as though I had 
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a ring-side seat to the joy, the 
concern, and the disappointment 
that Edwards felt at different 
points during these strange and 
marvelous doings of the Lord.  
Sweeney’s summary of Edwards’ 
assessment of the marks of a true 
work of God, as op-
posed to a false work, 
are worth the price of 
the book.   
 
Also, buried in this 
chapter was a nugget I 
had not expected to 
find.  Sweeney took 
time to explain Ed-
wards’ long-standing 
opposition to 
Arminianism by identi-
fying the essence of his  
concern.  “Edwards 
probably never met an 
evangelical Arminian.  
He would later hear of 
the Wesley brothers’ 
Methodist Arminian-
ism.  His own neck of 
the wood, though, was dominated 
by Calvinists.  New Englanders 
associated Arminianism with lib-
eralism – broad-minded, moralis-
tic, rationalistic liberalism.  
“Arminian, to Edwards, meant 

opposed to the Reformation and 
its glorious doctrines of grace, 
opposed to the biblical truth that 
sinners are saved supernaturally – 
and only supernaturally – by grace 
alone, through faith alone, in 
Christ alone.”  This helped me to 

set Edwards’ strong 
statements against 
Arminianism in a more 
defined context.   
 
The fifth chapter is  
almost as helpful.  
Sweeney surveys and 
explains the basic tenets 
of several of Edwards’ 
most important literary 
contributions.  For a 
reader with only passing 
familiarity with Ed-
wards’ writings, this 
chapter is a must read.  
For instance, I have not 
read a clearer or more 
helpful summary of Ed-
wards’ famous work, 
The Freedom of the Will.  

The illustrations that Sweeney 
pulls out to show what Edwards 
means, as well as what he doesn’t 
mean, are priceless! 
 

“Arminian, to 
Edwards, meant 
opposed to the 

Reformation and 
its glorious doc-
trines of grace, 
opposed to the 

biblical truth that 
sinners are saved 
supernaturally – 

and only  
supernaturally – 
by grace alone, 
through faith 

alone, in Christ 
alone.” 
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The sixth chapter makes a com-
pelling case for Edwards’ theol-
ogy as the fountain for the modern 
missions movement.  In a day 
when many are leveling reckless 
charges against the gospel fervor 
of those who are more Calvinistic 
than they, this chapter stands as an 
undeniable rebuttal and as a testi-
mony that both Calvinists and 
Arminianists have been greatly 
used to advance the gospel in 
spite of their theological differ-
ences. 
 
Sweeney ends this wonderful little 
biography by posing seven theses 
to his readers in an effort to get 

them to bridge Edwards’ world 
and their own.  These observa-
tions cut through the theological 
and ministerial distance and bring 
home valuable and indispensible 
lessons from Edwards’ life and 
ministry that are of great benefit 
to modern ministers and their 
congregations.  While we are not 
called to duplicate Edwards’ min-
istry, we can profit from it.   
 
So, I would encourage you to pick 
up your own copy of Sweeney’s 
biography and read for yourself 
what has been such a wonderful 
blessing to me.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Sam Horn is the featured teacher and Host of The Word For Life, Senior 
Pastor of Brookside Baptist Church in Brookfield, Wisconsin, and Vice President of 
Ministerial Training at Northland International University in Dunbar, Wisconsin. 
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N E W   B O O K   R E L E A S E ! 
GOD’S  GLORY IN CLAY POTS 

 
 

       
 
 God’s Glory in Clay Pots is the first book in our Truth Talk Series and 
includes an audio MP3 disc of the six original Radio Series discussions 
between Dr. Les Ollila and Pastor Sam Horn which were the inspiration 
for this new book.  Order your copy today – individual copies are avail-
able for $15.60, which includes shipping and handling within the conti-
nental United States. 
 

Why do we sometimes suffer?  
 
One of the most irresistible and unforget-
table ways that this truth is presented in 
Scripture is via the metaphor of clay pots.  
Join Drs. Les Ollila and Sam Horn as 
they unpack this metaphor and, in the 
process, help us gain new insight into the 
reason we are here and why we may 
sometimes suffer.    
 



 
                                                                                                                                                   

 
T H E   “H O W S”  O F  H O N E S T Y   A N D 

O B E D I E N C E 
                                                                                   Life is a Vapor – Part 14 
  
 
 
Join Pastor Sam Horn (SH) and Dr. Les Ollila (LO) for a discussion that 
originally aired on THE WORD FOR LIFE. 

 
SH:  Good morning!  With me in 
the studio this morning is my co-
host, Dr. Les Ollila who is the 
Chancellor of Northland Interna-
tional University.  We have had 
an exciting study, and I’m sad that 
it is nearing the end.  We’ve been 
talking now for a number of our 
programs on the topic, what is 
your life…the question that James 
asks in chapter 4 of his letter.  
Doc, you’ve given us some great 
teaching, and we’ve answered that 
question in many different ways.  
We started out by talking about 
Joseph. 
 
LO:  We started with Joseph, used 
some illustrations from Lot’s life, 
and then went on to David’s life. 

SH:  We looked at how God took 
flawed men, and yet in the midst 
of all of their flaws and all of the 
difficulties of their circumstances, 
He was able to use their lives and 
make their lives count.  This 
comes back to the verse that you 
started with…”Teach us to num-
ber our days and to apply wisdom 
to our hearts.”  That’s how we 
want to end.  I know that as a 
counselor and as a preacher, and 
with your ministry in revivals, 
you have observed how people 
have applied the principles we 
have been talking about.  I’d like 
you to comment on that.  I know 
you call them the “HOWs” of the 
Christian life. 
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LO:  When we were in revival 
ministries, we would always start 
out by combining Sunday School 
classes and then continuing on in-
to the morning service.  We would 
emphasize two key words for that 
time together.  We would plan on 
a ten or eleven-day meeting, but 
then if it was evident that the Lord 
would have us go on longer, we 
would do so.   
 
But it started with two 
key words.  The first 
word was “honesty,” 
and the second word 
was “obedience.”  
We’d talk about mak-
ing a commitment to 
be honest…when God 
shows us something in 
our lives, we must be honest about 
that.   
 
That’s really the essence of con-
fession – agreeing with God about 
my sin.  When God shows us, we 
must be obedient.  Honesty is re-
ally the basis of God beginning to 
work in our lives…when we are 
willing to get honest about our 
condition.  
 

The parable of the four grounds is 
interesting.  The seed was broad-
cast and some fell on the wayside, 
which is the hardened path, with 
no penetration.  Some fell on sto-
ny ground, and it’s not picturing a 
surface of all little rocks.  It was 
solid rock underneath a layer of 
thin soil, and no fruit took place.  
Then there was the thorny ground, 

where the seed seemingly 
got choked.   
 
But then we read about 
the good ground in Luke 
8:15, “But that on the 
good ground are they, 
which in an honest and 
good heart, having heard 
the word, keep it, and 
bring forth fruit with pa-

tience.”   There are two different 
words that are indicating good, 
but the first one indicates an hon-
est heart.  That is the beginning of 
fruit in the life. 
 
SH:  I heard someone describe 
honesty as being transparent in 
appropriate ways about my life to 
God and others.  How do you de-
fine honesty?  
 

Honesty is really 
the basis of God 

beginning to 
work in our 

lives…when we 
are willing to get 
honest about our 

condition. 
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LO:  It is getting to the “what I 
am” level in my life, where I tear 
off the masks. 
 
SH:  What do you mean by the 
“what I am” level? 
 
LO:  Several years ago I heard a 
man from a radio communications 
background speak on five levels 
of communication.  I thought how 
fitting that was, and how clearly it 
fit Scripture. The first level that he 
mentioned is the cliché level.  
This is the level of “what I am 
not,” or you could call it the 
horseplay level.  That doesn’t re-
veal what I really am.  It’s like 
you and me joking back and forth.  
It could be with a total stran-
ger…someone you don’t know at 
all that you’re joking with.  So 
that’s the cliché level…that’s 
“what I am not.”   
 
Then there’s the information lev-
el…that’s “what I know.”  That 
would be teachers, preachers, 
communicators – people who are 
working as a boss in an organiza-
tion communicating what they 
know.  Even as lay people, we do 
this all the time.  We can be stand-
ing in a post office line with a 

stranger and say, “Boy, it’s 
cold…20 below zero!”  We know 
these are truths, and we commu-
nicate what we know. 
 
SH:  You see, the people in Flor-
ida would never understand that. 
 
LO:  No.  No.  Be a part of the 
frozen few. 
 
SH:  Yes.  “This isn’t even cold 
weather,” they’d say. 
 
LO:  Many are called and few are 
frozen.  Then there’s the third  
level, which is the intellectual 
level…that’s “what I think.”  This 
gets a little deeper – it is revealing 
the heart of my opinion.  When 
we go through a political season, 
we hear a lot of intellectual com-
munication.  Not only informa-
tion, but we begin to understand 
what we really think about the is-
sues and candidates.   
 
Sometimes in church business 
meetings, people go from infor-
mation level to intellectual level.  
Going from “what I know” to 
“what I think” about this matter.  
They’re communicating, and of-
ten in a way we have never seen 
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before. Suddenly they reveal a lit-
tle more about themselves.   
 
The fourth level is the emotion 
level…that’s “what I feel.”  Most 
people do not reveal that. 
 
SH:  So, first is the cliché level, 
and then there is the information 
level, “what I know.”  Then 
there’s the intellectual level, 
“what I think,” and now we’re at 
the emotional level, or “what I 
feel” about what I think. 
 
LO:  Right.  A parent, for ex-
ample, would reflect this in  
expressing love for a child or a 
disappointment in a child by tears 
or by laughter, by rejoicing.  At 
the level of “what I feel,” the peak 
level is “what I am.”   
 
Now, when you look through the 
Scriptures, God is always trying 
to get us to the “what I am” level.  
Isaiah, the prophet, who was used 
so greatly, said when King Uzziah 
died, that he saw the Lord high 
and lifted up.  “Holy, holy, holy is 
the Lord of Hosts.”  And Isaiah 
said, “Woe is me, for I am un-
done.”  He got a new concept of 
God, which gave him a new con-

cept of himself, which brought a 
new confession, a new cleansing, 
a new commission.  There was 
“Here am I.”  That’s location.  
“Send me.”  That’s locomotion.  
But how did he get to that new 
commission?  It came from that 
step of cleansing that came from 
honesty-- this is “what I am.” 
 
SH:  And that’s so hard to get to 
as people. 
 
LO:  It is hard. 
 
SH:  What makes it hard for us? 
 
LO:  Pride – I want to protect my-
self. 
 
SH:  We just finished talking 
about David in a prior broadcast, 
and we noted that David ended up 
falling and was restored.  We 
ended on an incredible positive 
note about his restoration, but 
there’s a year-long period where 
he didn’t get to the “what I am” 
level.  Psalm 32 says, “When I 
kept silence…your hand was 
heavy upon me.” 
 
LO:  He cried out in Psalm 51, 
and he wanted to be restored back 
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to that level.  He had always lived 
as a transparent person.  He’d al-
ways lived as an honest person. 
   
I think the best Bible character 
that pictured these progressions is 
Peter.  What was Jesus trying to 
get Peter to do?  Trying to get Pe-
ter to admit what he was. 
 
Jesus told Peter, “You don’t know 
what you are, Peter.  You will de-
ny me.”  And Peter said, “No, no, 
no.”  So you see Peter on the cli-
ché level.  He said, “I will never 
do that.” 
   
You see Peter on the information 
level in Matthew, chapter 16, and 
Jesus said, “Who do men say that 
I am?”  Well, one responded that 
He was John the Baptist or that 
He was Elijah.  And then Jesus 
said, “But who do you say that I 
am?”  And Peter said, “Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God.”  Perfect information com-
municated. 
 
SH:  You don’t get any better than 
that. 
 
LO:  No.  You don’t get any bet-
ter, because it was accurate in-

formation.  So we saw that about 
Peter.  Then we saw Peter on the 
intellectual level.  Jesus, in that 
same chapter, tells them that He 
must die.  Peter said, “Far be that 
from you, Lord.”  He knew the 
Messiah was there, and he didn’t 
want the plan messed up! 
 
SH:  Yes.  He knew all the verses, 
didn’t he? 
 
LO:  He knew the information, 
but now we see intellectually he 
started giving Jesus his opinion 
about what he thought about that 
plan.  And Jesus said, “Get thee 
behind me, Satan.  Thou savorest 
not the things of God.”  Peter re-
vealed another piece of himself. 
 
SH:  What he revealed was what 
he was thinking fleshly.  In other 
words, he was thinking like the 
world was thinking. 
 
LO:  Right.  He was thinking for 
self benefit…who would sit on 
His right hand.  
 
LO:  Then they got to the level of 
emotion.  Malchus got a hint of 
Peter’s emotion when he lost an 
ear.  Whether Peter was bad at 
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aiming that sword or whether 
Malchus ducked and Peter got an 
ear instead of a neck, we don’t 
know.  But we do know that Peter 
got very distraught, and we saw 
him very emotional.  But what 
point was Jesus trying to get him 
to?  He was trying to get Peter to 
admit what he was…the “what I 
am” level, which we call the level 
of revival.   
 
You see this very clearly in Ne-
hemiah, chapter 8, when the peo-
ple heard the truth and 
acknowledged “Amen, 
amen.”  They con-
fessed in chapter 9.  
They read a fourth part 
of the day and con-
fessed a fourth part of 
the day because they 
were getting honest 
about what was being 
revealed about them.   
 
Finally, Jesus said to Peter, 
“You’ll deny me three times be-
fore the rooster crows.”  And the 
rooster began to crow and Peter 
finally got to the “what I am” lev-
el.  Even when Jesus came and 
said, “Cast your nets on the other 
side,” and out came out a great 

draught of fish, Peter said, “De-
part from me Lord, for I am a sin-
ful man.”  Jesus was showing who 
He was.  This proud fisherman 
who knew the trade was catching 
nothing, but yet we see Jesus 
came and did the miracle. 
 
SH:  And what’s interesting is, as 
soon as Peter broke…as soon as 
Peter got to the “what I am” level, 
that’s when he became most  
usable. 
 

LO:  You see the power-
ful preacher at Pentecost, 
imbued with power from 
on high.  Every place 
where Peter was strong, 
Jesus broke him.  He was 
strong in loyalty and 
strong physically.  Every 
place he considered him-
self strong, God showed 

him he was weak in order that 
God might show Himself mighty 
through Peter.   
 
That’s really where God wants to 
get all of us…when we finally ac-
knowledge what we are.  And 
how much more refreshing it 
would be to go to church, and 
when someone asks how you are, 

…as soon as Peter 
broke…as soon as 
Peter got to the 

“what I am” level, 
that’s when he 

became the most 
usable. 
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you would get honest with them.  
You could say, “Frankly do you 
have a few minutes, I need you to 
pray with me.”  It’s important to 
say, “This is what I am,” and get 

to the point where we are willing 
to be honest. 
  
SH:  We’ll never get to the next 
level till we get to that level first.

 
 
 
 

Dr. Sam Horn, Host of 
The Word For Life, and 
the Senior Pastor of 
Brookside Baptist Church 
in Brookfield, Wisconsin. 

 Dr. Les Ollila, Co-host of 
The Word For Life, and the 
Chancellor of Northland 
International University in 
Dunbar, Wisconsin. 
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C O L O R A D O 
· Grand Junction - KCIC 88.5 FM 
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· Minneapolis – WCTS 1030 AM 

o Sunday 2:30 PM 
o Monday-Friday 4:07 PM 

 

N O R T H  C A R O L I N A 
· Charlotte - WZRH 960 AM 

o Sunday 2:00 PM 
· Raleigh Durham - WDRU 1030 AM 

o Sunday 2:00 PM 
· Winston Salem- WTRU 830 AM 

o Sunday 2:00 PM 

 

O H I O 
· Lima - WCBV 105.9 FM 

o Monday-Friday 3:00 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

U T A H  
· Salt Lake City – KUTR 820 AM 

o Sunday 2:00 PM 

 

W I S C O N S I N 
· Milwaukee - WVCY 107.7 FM 
· Sheboygan - WVCY 94.9 FM 

o Sunday 9:30 AM 
o Mon/Wed/Fri 6:15 AM 

 

A F R I C A 
· Kitwe, Zambia – Faith FM 

o Coming Soon! 

 

C A R I B B E A N 
· Grenada - 94.5 FM/1400 AM 

o Monday-Friday 6:45 AM 
· Antigua – CRL 1160 AM 

o Thurs-Sat 6:45 AM 

 

P A C I F I C 
· Guam - KHMG 88.1 FM 

o Sat. 5 PM / Sun. 2 PM 
o Mon/Wed/Fri 5:00 AM,       

9:45 AM, & 7:15 PM 
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We are so thankful for those of you who have made it part of your lives 
to join us for The Word For Life radio broadcasts.  We invite you to go 
to our website, www.thewordforlife.org, where you can download past 
daily and weekend broadcasts, as well as previous editions of Truth 
Talk.  Our desire is to continue to spread the Word of God to a needy 
world, helping folks live a God-centered, truth-driven life.   

Following is a testimony from one of our listeners: 
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4470 Pilgrim Rd. 

Brookfield, WI 53005 
866-551-8935 
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www.thewordforlife.org 

Dr. O. and Brother Sam, thanks for the fellowship around the 
Word…my own cup of coffee tastes so much better as I sit and 
listen early in the morning with you.  Thanks for the fellow-
ship, exhortation, encouragement, and excitement to live for 
our Lord Jesus Christ!  Psalm 73:28, “But it is good for me to 
draw near to God; I have put my trust in the Lord God, that I 
may declare all thy works.” -- John 
 


